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France: spatially blind policies with 

spatial impact

France (NUTS2 Regions):

Increasing spatial concentration and decreasing spatial disparities
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#1. Social policy is regional policy



Turks are “inequality averse”
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The share of the population that strongly agrees that 
"the gap between rich and poor should be reduced in the country"



Turks believe inequality is unfair

Inevitable part of life; 
0,03 Unluckiness; 

0,08

Laziness; 0,25

Injustice, 65%

What is the Main Reason why there are some 
people in need in Turkey today? 

Source: Life in Transition Survey (2006)



“Circumstances” in Turkey means a 

rural or a low education background 
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Efforts, luck and 
circumstances not 
measured

Circumstances:  Lower-
bound estimation for 
inequality in wealth 
asset index 
attributable to 
opportunities

Birth Region; 
1% Number of 

siblings; 9%

Father's 
Education; 
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and 
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Urban / 
Rural birth; 

39%

Partial shares of opportunities 
contributing to inequality



Differences in opportunity start young
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36-47 month old children in Turkey

Tifaldi test- receptive language 
score

Corsi test- short term memory 
score

Source: Data from the Study of Early Childhood Developmental Ecologies in Turkey, 2008, 36-47 

month old children and their families.



Early childhood inputs are unequal
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Preschools and Daycare Access, by  socioeconomic status and 
rural/urban location [2008]

There is pre/nursery school in neighborhood There is elementary school in neighborhood

Note:   Socio-economic status is defined as an index that combines income, household assets and the educational level of adults in 
the household.
Source:  The Study of Early Childhood Developmental Ecologies in Turkey (2008), Koc University.



Preschool access:

low by international standards

Australia

Austria

Belarus

Bulgaria

Chile

China
Colombia

CR

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech

Denmark

Egypt

Estonia

Finland

France
Germany

Greece

Hong Kong

Hungary

Indonesia

Iran

Israel

Italy

Japan

Kazakhstan

Korea
Latvia

Lebanon
Lithuania

Mexico

Moldova

Morocco

NLNZ

Nicaragua

Norway

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal
Romania

Russia
Slovak

SloveniaSuriname

Sweden Switzerland

Syria

Thailand

Turkey, 23 % (2008)

Ukraine

UK

US

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Venezuela, RB

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

0 5.000 10.000 15.000 20.000 25.000 30.000 35.000 40.000 45.000 50.000

Pr
e
pr

im
ar

y 
G

ro
ss

 E
nr

ol
lm

e
nt

 (
%

)

GDP per capita (constant prices)



#2. Early education is a key social 

investment for reducing (regional) 

inequality



Education = transmission
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Unexpected channels of inequality: 

female labor force participation

Å Expanding education of the 20-39 year olds today by one year 

(equal to measured impact of pre-school education)

Å Two channels:

Å increased education on earnings

Å occupational distribution

Å Impacts:

Å 8 percent increase of mean earnings

Å 14 percent increase in female labor force participation rate

Å 5 percent reduction of poverty



#3. Labor policy = social policy = 

regional policy



Conclusions

1. Social policy is regional policy

2. Early education is a key social investment 

for reducing inequality

3. Labor policy is also social policy
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