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Amar Bhattacharya
Amar Bhattacharya is Senior Fellow at the Global Economy 
and Development Program at Brookings Institution.  His fo-
cus areas are the global economy, development finance, 
global governance, and the links between climate and de-
velopment. 

From April 2007 until September 2014 he was Director of 
the Group of 24, an intergovernmental group of developing 
country Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors. In 
that capacity he led the work program of the Group, support-
ed the deliberations of the Ministers, and was the principal 
point of interface with other organizations including the G20.  
He has therefore been an active participant in the global eco-
nomic discussions and a key representative of the views of 
developing countries. 

Prior to taking up his position with the G24, Mr. Bhattacha-
rya had a long-standing career in the World Bank.  His last 
position was as Senior Advisor and Head of the International 
Policy and Partnership Group. In this capacity, he was the 
focal point for the Bank’s engagement with key internation-
al groupings and institutions such as the G7/G8, G20, IMF, 
OECD and the Commonwealth Secretariat. 

Through these different positions Mr. Bhattacharya has had 
a long standing engagement in research and policy discus-
sions on the global economy and spillovers, international fi-
nancial architecture, development financing and the global 
governance agenda including on the role and reform of the 
international financial institutions. He completed his under-
graduate studies at the University of Delhi and Brandeis Uni-
versity and his graduate education at Princeton University. 
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Andriano Jose Timossi
Mr. Andriano Jose Timossi is a Senior Programme Officer at 
the South Centre. He has a Bachelor degree in Agricultural 
Science in Brazil and a Master’s Degree in European Stud-
ies, in Italy. He works on UN multilateral agenda, in particu-
larly, on development and human rights issues, South-South 
Cooperation and outreach, communications, strategic plan-
ning and partnership activities of the South Centre. Previ-
ously, he worked for UN agencies on socio-economic and 
development issues including the United Nations Office of 
the High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) at the 
Right to Development Section, including on unilateral coer-
cive measures and as assistant to the Human Rights Council 
mandate holder on International Solidarity. He also worked 
for the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) on different divisions, including the Unit on 
Economic Cooperation and Integration among Developing 
Countries at the Office of the Secretary General of UNCTAD. 
Previously to the UN he also worked and trained in sever-
al organizations including Oxfam, European Commission, 
Scottish Parliament and Swiss Development Cooperation 
Agency. Most recent academic experiences includes London 
School of Economics (LSE) and Political Science and Peking 
University course China’s foreign relations with East Asia in 
Beijing, China; LSE-Cape Town University course on Africa 
in Cape Town, South Africa; Research Information System 
for Developing Countries (RIS) course on Global Transforma-
tion: The rise of emerging powers and a new international 
order and International Economic Issues and Development 
Policy (IEIDP) in New Delhi, India and Contemporary Issues 
on International Relations at the Universidade de São Paulo 
(USP) in Brazil. His areas of interest include BRICS, G20, 
South-South Cooperation, Regional Integration, UN Devel-
opment and Human Rights pillar, and Sustainable Develop-
ment agenda.
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Ambassador Andrés Rozental 
Andrés Rozental was a career Mexican diplomat for more 
than 35 years, having served his country as Deputy Foreign 
Minister (1988-1994), Ambassador to Sweden (1983-88), 
Permanent Representative of México to the United Nations 
in Geneva (1982-83) and Ambassador to the United King-
dom, (1995-1997) as well as in various responsibilities within 
the Mexican Foreign Ministry and abroad. Since 1994, he 
holds the lifetime rank of Eminent Ambassador of México.

Currently retired from public service, Ambassador Rozental 
holds non-executive Board positions in several important 
multinational companies in Brazil and México. He chairs the 
Board of ArcelorMittal Mexico and is an independent Board 
member of ArcelorMittal Brazil, Ocean Wilson Holdings and 
Wilson Sons (Brazil) and HSBC Bank in Mexico. He has 
held advisory positions with Airbus, Toyota and Kansas City 
Southern de México. 

He is President of his own consulting firm, Rozental & Aso-
ciados, which specializes in advising multinational compa-
nies on their corporate strategies in Latin America. He is also 
active in a number of non-governmental organizations and 
projects relating to global governance, migration policy, cli-
mate change, Latin American politics and the promotion of 
democracy. He is a Senior Nonresident Fellow at the Brook-
ings Institution, a Senior Policy Advisor at Chatham House in 
London, a Trustee of the Migration Policy Institute in Wash-
ington and sits on the Operating Board of Canada’s Centre 
for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) in Waterloo.

Ambassador Rozental was the Founding President of the 
Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (Comexi) and is cur-
rently a member ex oficio of its governing body.

Ambassador Rozental obtained his professional degree in 
international relations from the Universidad de las Américas 
in México, and his Master’s in International Economics from 
the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of four books 
on Mexican foreign policy and of numerous chapters and ar-
ticles in edited volumes on international affairs, diplomacy, 
US-Mexico relations, among others. He is a regular contribu-
tor to print, radio and television media in Mexico, the United 
States and Europe.
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Antonio Villafranca
Antonio Villafranca is Senior Research Fellow and Head of 
the Europe Programme at ISPI. He teaches International Re-
lations at the Bocconi University and European Policies at 
the IULM University. At ISPI, he is currently in charge of 2 re-
search projects - Gr:een and Rastanews - funded by the Eu-
ropean Commission under the VII Framework Programme. 
In network with the London School of Economics he coordi-
nates a project providing analyses and advice on internation-
al trade to the European Parliament. He is also non-resident 
senior fellow at the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies 
(RDCY, Renmin University, Beijing).

In 2011, he took part in the “International Visitor Leadership 
Program” of the US State Department. He has extensively 
published on EU policies and European/global economic 
governance.



7

Dr. Astrid Skala-Kuhmann
Dr Astrid Skala-Kuhmann is a lawyer in senior-management 
position with many years’ experience in emerging markets. 
Since 2011 she serves as director of the department global 
partnerships/emerging economies in the Deutsche Gesell-
schaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, re-
porting directly to the board. 

She has in-depth knowledge of and experience in global-
governance issues and long-term experience in Asia, mainly 
the P.R. China, where she served as the GIZ’s chief resident 
representative from 2005 to 2011. 

She holds a Ph.D. in international environmental law from 
the University of Göttingen. She began her career as an at-
torney-at-law with the international law firm White & Case 
(formerly Feddersen & Laule) Frankfurt, then joined the GIZ, 
worked as legal advisor in Indonesia and headed the divison 
for Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore for several years. In 
the course of her career she has also served as an advisor to 
German Federal Ministry of Agriculture (BMEL), United Na-
tions Development Program (UNDP) and other international 
organizations.
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Barry Carin
Barry Carin is a Senior Fellow at the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation and Adjunct Professor of Public Ad-
ministration at the University of Victoria.” He served as High 
Commissioner of Canada to Singapore, Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Trade and Economics in the Department of For-
eign Affairs and International Trade, and as G8 Sous- Sher-
pa. He held several other assistant deputy minister positions 
in the federal government. He was also Director of Effective-
ness Evaluation in the Treasury Board Secretariat. From 200 
to 2010 he was Associate director of the Centre for Global 
Studies at the University of Victoria. From 2006 to 2009 he 
was editor of the journal “Global Governance He has a PhD 
in Economics from Brown University.
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Berrin Benli
Berrin is the Co-Founder of “NOVUSENS” Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Institute” which is the first “Think Tank” 
organization in Turkey in Science, Technology and Innova-
tion space as an independent and for-profit type that de-
livers professional services to foster “Sustainable Develop-
ment”. She established “Big Data Institute” on Sept, 2013 
and “Smart City Institute” Feb. 2014 at NOVUSENS in ICT 
Innovation field. 

She has more than 30 years of business experience in ICT 
industry at both local and global levels carrying both busi-
ness and technical management roles in the fast pace MNCs 
(likle Oracle Corp, Intel Corp.) and local giant system inte-
grators and enterprises. During her 12 years of tenure with 
Oracle Corporation, she held various executive management 
roles both at regional levels (Europe, Middle East & Africa) 
covering 35 countries, and global levels (US, EMEA, APAC). 
She was recognized as the ‘Best Country Support Services 
Director’ among 35 countries of Oracle EMEA Support Ser-
vices Division, received the prestigious ‘Best Country’ of the 
year awards under the categories of ‘Customer Satisfaction, 
‘Employee Satisfaction’, ‘Business Performance’ for many 
years. In year 2000, she was recognized by the Turkish IT 
media as the first international woman executive of Turkey- 
appointed by e-Europe Middle East Africa Region in IT Busi-
ness Industry. 

She has BSc degree of Computer Engineering from Middle 
East Technical University in 1986; student of University of 
Phoenix, Arizona (Exec.MBA, Global Management Program) 
in 2005.
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Caner Bakır
Caner Bakir is Associate Professor of Political Science, with 
a special focus on International and Comparative Political 
Economy, and Public Policy and Administration at Koc Uni-
versity, Istanbul. He received his PhD in Political Science 
from Monash University in Melbourne. He is Co-director of 
Center for Globalisation, Peace and Democratic Governance 
(GLODEM). He is the Associate Editor of Policy Sciences. 
His work relates to political economy and public policy with 
special emphasis on comparative institutional analysis and 
policy change. His research interests include varieties of 
national financial systems, the political economy of central 
banking, financial regulation and governance, state and in-
ternational business relations, Turkish multinationals and 
macroeconomic bureaucracies. He has published articles 
in leading journals such as Governance, Public Administra-
tion, Development and Change, and New Political Economy. 
He is the author of Bank Behaviour and Resilience: Effect 
of Structures, Institutions and Agents (Palgrave MacMillan 
2013), Merkezdeki Banka [Bank in the Centre] (Bilgi Universi-
ty Press 2007), and (with Louis Brennan) of Emerging Market 
Multinationals in Europe (Routledge forthcoming). He is the 
recipient of The 2010 Scientific and Technological Research 
Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) Incentive Award, and TUBITAK 
Early Career Award in 2008. He has been the principal in-
vestigator of various TUBITAK funded projects and his re-
cent research has been linked with Cooperation on Science 
and Technology (COST) project entitled ‘The Emergence of 
Southern Multinationals and their Impact on Europe’ (ISCH 
COST Action IS0905). 
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Cengiz Cihan
Cengiz graduated at the Middle East Technical University 
Statistics Department in 1997 and obtained double major 
in Economics. He has M.Sc. in Economics from the same 
university in 2002. He received Ph.D. in Economics from 
the University of Sydney in 2006. He also teaches “Science, 
Technology and Innovation Economics” lecture in Econom-
ics Department of Başkent University.

Before joining UNDP Turkey, he had worked in State Plan-
ning Organization as a planning assistant expert and plan-
ning expert between 1997 and 2006. In 2006, he moved to 
the Research Department of Central Bank of Turkey as an 
Economist. In 2009, he joined to the OECD Statistics Direc-
torate for an international project for one year. During 2011-
2013 periods, he worked as an Advisor to the Economy Min-
ister. He was responsible from the Monetary Policy issues as 
well as real sector developments and long term development 
strategies for the Turkish manufacturing industry sectors. He 
can speak English and has lower intermediate French level 
beside his native language Turkish. He is married and has 
two children.
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Cengiz Ultav
Born 26-02-1950 Eskişehir, Turkey. BSc and MSc in Electri-
cal Engineering (Computer and Control Option) from Middle 
East Technical University in Ankara Turkey. Diplomafrom Phil-
ips International Institue in Eindhoven Holland. Held techni-
cal and administrative responsibilities at Bimsa and Info ın 
Turkey and Dornier System GmBh in Germany. Worked as 
Assistant General Manager at NCR Turkey and as General 
Manager at Sun Microsistemler Turkey. 

During the same period provided consultancy to such major 
groups as Koç, Sabancı, Eczacıbaşı. Since 1995 served as a 
Member of Executive Commitee of Vestel responsible from 
Strategic Plannig, and Investor Relations, currently a board 
member..

Provided consultancy to UNDP in Vietnam to study develop-
ment of electronic industry. Founding and board member of 
Turkish Informatics Society and Turkish Unix Users Group. 
Certificated consultant for Microsoft Solution Development 
Discipline. He has the 2005 reward of lifelong service from 
TÜBİSAD.
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Dr. Cengizhan ÖZTÜRK
Dr. Ozturk received his M.D. from Marmara School of Medi-
cine, Istanbul, in 1990. He proceeded with a Specialization 
in Physiology from Cerrahpasa Medical Faculty, Istanbul 
University, in 1994 and finally with a Ph.D. at the School of 
Biomedical Engineering, Science and Health Systems, Drex-
el University, Philadelphia, in 1997. During 1997-2000, he 
worked as a postdoctoral research fellow at Medical Imaging 
Lab, Department of Biomedical Engineering, Johns Hopkins 
University, supervised by Dr. Elliot McVeigh. At JHU, his re-
search focus switched to MRI. Since September 2000, he is 
working as a faculty member at the Institute of Biomedical 
Engineering (BME), Bogazici University, Istanbul. He estab-
lished Bogazici University Medical Imaging Laboratory (BU-
MIL), where on average 15-20 graduate-level BME students 
at any given time perform their research on a wide-gamut of 
medical imaging topics. Dr. Ozturk managed to hold a par-
allel visiting research scientist position at Cardiac Interven-
tions Program, NHLBI, NIH, for five years (2002-2008). His 
research at NHLBI focused on real-time MRI, XMR fusion 
and MR-guided medical interventions.

Between 2008-2013, Dr. Ozturk coordinated a university-
wide effort to establish a multidisciplinary research center 
focused on life sciences and health technologies, funded by 
the Turkish Ministry of Development. The Center for Life Sci-
ences and Technologies of Bogaziçi University is now sup-
ported by over 60 faculty members distributed among 11 
academic departments/institutes. It is currently in its rollout 
phase of several important national research infrastructures: 
1) Microsystem Based in vivo Device Development Labora-
tory with a dual-purpose clean room that combines MEMS 
capability with medical plastic/metal processing for develop-
ment of novel interventional devices and sensors, 2) Small 
Animal Research Center (Vivarium) with transgenic capabili-
ties, 3) Smart Drugs Laboratory with a focus on nanopar-
ticles and implantable medical device surface preparations.

Since 2011, Dr. Ozturk is also coordinating the Istanbul Co-
operation Platform for Life Sciences and Technologies (Ino-
vita), funded by Istanbul Development Agency. Main focus 
of Inovita is to create an environment to foster translational 
research and entrepreneurial activities in health technolo-
gies. Currently, Inovita is establishing a small model incu-
bator/accelerator with a strong mentorship focus for early 
health tech startups at Bogazici University. It is also contrib-
uting to many other incubator efforts on life sciences and to 
other biotechnological infrastructure development projects 
regionally. Dr. Ozturk coordinates the establishment of ref-
erence labs and common production facilities at Teknopark 
Istanbul for a larger health technology industrial cluster. ISEK 
(Istanbul Health Industry Cluster, İstanbul Sağlık Endüstrisi 
Kümelenmesi) formally established at the beginning of 2014 
with over 90 members.
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Dan Xiao
Xiao Dan,Program Coordinator of International Office, Ren-
min University of China. Studied History and Politics of Mod-
ern China in Renmin University since the year of 2006 the 
2012 and got bachelor and master degree.
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Daniel Taras
Daniel Taras is the Executive Director of the Economic Policy 
Forum (EPF) – Think Tank Alliance for High Quality Growth. 
He is also Head of Section, Global Programmes within the 
German International Cooperation Agency’s (GIZ) Global 
Partnerships and Emerging Economies Division and Direc-
tor of GIZ’s Emerging Market Sustainability Dialogues Pro-
gramme. Prior to his current role he worked as an advisor on 
corporate social responsibility in China and on private sector 
development in Laos. He started his career as a strategic 
management consultant, investment banking analyst and 
financial sector economist in London, UK. Daniel studied 
economics, finance and Chinese economy and management 
at the London School of Economics (LSE), Cambridge Uni-
versity, the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
and Peking University. He is also an alumnus of the German 
Development Institute.
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Domenico Lombardi
Domenico Lombardi is director of CIGI’s Global Economy 
program, overseeing the research direction of the program 
and related activities. He also serves as Chair of The Oxford 
Institute for Economic Policy and sits on the advisory boards 
of the Bretton Woods Committee in Washington, the G20 
Research Group and the G8 Research Group at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, and the Istituto Affari Internazionali in Rome. 
Mr. Lombardi is a member of the Financial Times Forum of 
Economists and editor of the World Economics Journal.

In 2011, he served as the rapporteur for the High-Level Panel 
on the Governance of the Financial Stability Board. A year 
earlier, he was appointed by the World Bank Group’s Board 
of Directors as the External Reviewer to conduct the first in-
dependent review of the Group’s Oversight and Accountabil-
ity Units. In 2009, Mr. Lombardi authored the report to the 
IMF Managing Director on IMF Governance Reform (“Fourth 
Pillar Report”). Prior to that, Mr. Lombardi’s distinguished 
career includes positions on the executive boards of major 
international financial institutions  such as the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

His academic interests focus on the global economy and 
currencies, global governance, the G20, the G8, and the 
reform of the international financial and monetary system. 
His research has been published in peer-reviewed journals 
and has been referred to in Congressional and Parliamentary 
hearings around the world. He has testified before the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
and the Subcommittee on Security and International Trade 
and Finance. Mr. Lombardi has an undergraduate degree 
summa cum laude in Banking and Finance from Bocconi 
University, Milan, and a Ph.D. in economics from Oxford Uni-
versity (Nuffield College).
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Dorothée Schmid
Head of the Program on Contemporary Turkey

Institut français des relations internationales (French Institute 
of International Relations, Ifri), Paris, France.

A graduate of Sciences Po Paris with a doctorate in political 
science from the University of Paris II Panthéon-Assas, Dor-
othée Schmid joined Ifri in 2002 to study European policies 
in the Mediterranean and the Middle East as well as French 
policy in the Arab world. In  2008, she founded the Program 
on Contemporary Turkey, which she currently heads. Before 
dedicating herself to research, Dorothée Schmid worked as 
an analyst of country-risk at Crédit agricole Indosuez then as 
the leader of the Euromed mission for Cités Unies France, a 
federation of local French authorities working on the inter-
national stage. She has led numerous consulting missions 
for various public institutions (the European Commission, 
the French Ministry of the Economy, the French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs), NGOs, and businesses. The Program on 
Contemporary Turkey at Ifri focuses on the political and eco-
nomic developments in Turkey, the hazards of the negotia-
tions for admission to the European Union, and Turkey’s new 
diplomatic ambitions. The Program currently contributes to 
the development of the bilateral debate between France and 
Turkey.

Dorothée Schmid’s other interests include the political econ-
omy of the Middle East as well as the political transitions and 
the relationship among powers in the region.

Bibliographical Elements

Dorothée Schmid regularly contributes to French and inter-
national media outlets. She is the author of many articles 
about Turkey and the Middle East (latest publications: « 
Allemagne-France-Turquie : la triangulation des puissances 
» Note franco-turque n°9, Ifri, juin 2013; « La Turquie dans 
l’impasse syrienne », Politique internationale n°141, Au-
tomne 2013).

She has also published, in cooperation with the Turkish 
think-tank EDAM, two important reports on Franco-Turkish 
relations (The Franco-Turkish Relationship in turmoil, 2007, 
and Les élites françaises et la Turquie : une relation dans 
l’attente, 2010) and she was head of the work La Turquie au 
Moyen-Orient : le retour d’une puissance régionale ? (Press-
es du CNRS, 2011). She is currently preparing a book titled 
La nouvelle dynamique kurde, in collaboration with the Insti-
tut du Monde arabe.
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Elena Lazaruo
Elena Lazarou is Assistant Professor of International Rela-
tions at the School of Social Sciences (CPDOC) of the Get-
ulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) and formerly Head of FGV’s 
Center for International Relations (2013-2014).  Dr. Lazarou 
received a Ph.D. in International Relations from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in 2008. She has held post-doctoral 
research positions at the University of Cambridge and the 
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE).  
Her current research focuses on the impact of the crisis of 
the Euro on the EU’s relations with Latin America and on the 
role of think tanks in foreign policy. She is also affiliated to 
the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy 
(ELIAMEP) and Visiting Professor at Sciences-Po Grenoble 
and LUISS University, Rome.  She has published several ar-
ticles, edited volumes and book chapters in English, Greek 
and Portuguese and is a regular contributor to the Brazilian 
press. Her latest publications are “Multilateralismo nas Rela-
ções Internacionais” (Sao Paulo: Elsevier, 2014) and “Think 
Tanks and the Foreign Policy Challenges Facing the Emerg-
ing Powers” with J.McGann  (Philadelphia: Penn University 
Press, forthcoming 2015).  
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Gary Clyde Hufbauer
Gary Clyde Hufbauer has been the Reginald Jones Senior 
Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics 
since 1992. He was on leave as the Maurice R. Greenberg 
Chair and Director of Studies at the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions (1996-98), and he formerly held positions as Marcus 
Wallenberg Professor of International Finance Diplomacy at 
Georgetown University (1985–92), deputy director of the In-
ternational Law Institute at Georgetown University (1979–81); 
deputy assistant secretary for international trade and invest-
ment policy of the US Treasury (1977–79); and director of the 
international tax staff at the Treasury (1974–76). Dr. Hufbauer 
holds an A.B from Harvard College, a Ph.D. in economics 
from King College at Cambridge University, and a J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law Center.    He has written exten-
sively on international trade, investment, and tax issues. 
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Guillermo Wierzba                                                    
He graduated in Economics at the University of Buenos Aires 
(UBA) with Posgraduate studies in Economics at the Instituto 
Torcuato Di Tella. (Argentina). He serves as Director of CE-
FID-AR (Centre for Economics and Finance for the Develop-
ment of Argentina) since 2004. He is Professor of “Economic 
Power and Human Rights” at the UBA’s Faculty of Econom-
ics since 2004. He was Professor of Microeconomics at the 
same university. He served as financial and planning man-
ager in Cooperative Banks. He was an advisor on financial 
matters of the Superintendent of Insurance of Argentina. He 
was director of MiPyme (Micro, Small and Medium Enterpris-
es) Program, funded by the IDB (Interamerican Development 
Bank) deployed by the Ministry of Economy and Production 
of Argentina.

Among his Working Papers we can mention:

“La Regulación Bancaria en Argentina durante la década del 
90” (“The Banking Regulation in Argentina during the 90s”) 
co-authored with Jorge Golla.

“Nuevas Arquitecturas Financieras Regionales. Su institucio-
nalidad y características” (“New Regional Financial Architec-
tures. Their institutionality and features”.)

“La regulación financiera Basilea II. La crisis y los desafíos 
para un cambio de paradigma” (“Financial regulation, Basel 
II. The crisis and the challenges facing a shift of paradigm”) 
coauthored with Estela del Pino, Romina Kupelian and Ro-
drigo Lopez.

“América Latina: expansión, crisis y después. Un estudio 
de caso sobre la política contracíclica en Argentina” (“Latin 
America: expansion, crisis and after. A case study on coun-
tercyclical policy in Argentina”) co-authored with Pablo 
Mareso.

“La regulación de la Banca en Argentina (1810-2010). De-
bates, lecciones y propuestas” (“Regulation of Banking in 
Argentina (1810-2010). Debates, lessons and proposals”) 
coauthored with Rodrigo Lopez.

“La Unidad y la Integración en América Latina: su historia, el 
presente y un enfoque sobre una oportunidad inédita” (“Uni-
ty and Integration in Latin America: its history, present and 
focus on an unprecedented opportunity”). Co-authored with 
Jorge Marchini, Romina Kupelian and María Andrea Urturi.
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Güven Sak
Güven Sak is the managing director of the Economic Policy 
Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV) and vice-president 
of the TOBB University of Economics and Technology. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the Middle East Technical 
University and an M.A. from the University of East Anglia. 
Sak was a founding member of the Monetary Policy Council 
of the Central Bank of Turkey, where he served as an external 
member between 2001 and 2005. He has held prominent po-
sitions in the Turkish social security reform projects in 1995 
and 1999, and was among the leaders of the Turkish capi-
tal market modernization project in 1991-92. Professor Sak 
was a member of the Faculty of Political Sciences at Ankara 
University until 2006, where he taught banking, international 
finance, and public economics. Sak currently writes on eco-
nomic issues for the Hurriyet Daily News, Radikal and Dünya.
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Hakan Mehmetcik 
Hakan Mehmetcik is a research assistant in the department 
of  Politics and International Relations at Isik University where 
he has been a faculty member since 2012. He has one  M.A. 
in economics from Dalarna University, and one M.S. degree 
in Eurasian Studies from Uppsala Universitya. He continues 
his  Ph.D. at at department of International Relations, Yildiz 
Technical University. His research interests lie in the area of 
International Relations, Political Economy, and democratiza-
tion and development studies. 
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Haldun Yavaş
Secretary General of Caspian Strategy Institute (HASEN)

Haldun Yavaş graduated from Kültür College and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Marmara, 
Department of Chemistry, Istanbul. 

He earned Master’s Degree in Science Education from Dowl-
ing College in New York. He also completed Harvard Ken-
nedy School Executive Education Program of Strategic Man-
agement for Leaders of Non-Governmental Organizations. 

Mr. Yavaş is the owner of Hazar World, Journal of Caspian 
Affairs and Caspian Report journals. He is also a member of 
the Editorial Board of “GLOBAL-Turk” journal, the monthly 
publication of Turkic Academy. 

He is an active member of international non-governmental 
organizations such as Clinton Global Initiative, a non-parti-
san organization that convenes global leaders to devise and 
implement innovative solutions to the world’s most pressing 
problems. He is also a member of Chatham House, the sec-
ond most influential think tank throughout the world.

He has been the chair of “Caspian Forum 2012” held in Is-
tanbul, Four Seasons Hotel on December 5-6, 2012; “Cas-
pian Forum New York 2013” held in Waldorf Astoria Hotel on 
September 25, 2013; “Caspian Forum 2013” held in İstanbul, 
Ciragan Palace on December 4-5, 2013; and “Caspian Fo-
rum Brussels 2014” held at the European Parliament on 
March 5, 2014.

Mr. Yavaş is married with three children.
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Harun Öztürkler
 Öztürkler was born in Kars, Turkey, on 28 January 1966. 
Öztürkler graduated from Gazi University, department of 
economics in 1986. He obtained his MA degree from Gazi 
University Social Science Institute in 1989. His thesis is ti-
tled “Investment Incentives in Turkey”. Öztürkler received his 
Ph.D. from The American University (Washington, D.C, USA) 
in 2002. His dissertation is titled “The Monetary Transmis-
sion Mechanisms: An Empirical Application to the Turkish 
Economy”.  

Öztürkler is an associate professor of economics and the 
chair of the department of econometrics at Kırıkkale Univer-
sity and Middle East Economies Adviser at Center for Middle 
Eastern Strategic Studies (ORSAM). He is also the vice-chair 
of Employment Research Association, and the editor of the 
Journal of Economics, Business, Politics and International 
Relations. Öztürkler coauthored two books, The Analysis of 
Current Account Deficits in Turkey  (2007) and The Effects of 
Custom Union on Turkey’s External Trade (2008). Öztürkler 
has numerous articles published in refereed journals, has 
published book chapters and technical reports on econom-
ics and Middle East. 
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Huang Wei
Huang Wei (1976.5-), Senior Research Fellow, supervisor of 
postgraduate, director of department of Global Governance, 
executive director of Centre for International Economic and 
Strategic Studies, Institute of World Economics and Politics, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences(CASS); International 
Financial Issues Advisor for Department of International Af-
fairs, Ministry of Finance; Deputy Secretary General for China 
Society of Emerging Economies; Research fellow for YUFE 
Research Institute for Indian Ocean Economies.  She got her 
Ph.D. degree in Financial Engineering from Beihang Univer-
sity (previously known as Beijing University of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics) in 2009. Before she joined CASS, she had 
5 years working experience as Lecture in Wuhan University 
of Science and Technology. She was the visiting scholar for 
Hong Kong Institute for Monetary Research (2009), Univer-
sity of Western Ontario (2010), Hitotsubashi University (2010) 
and Bruegel (2014). Her recent research involves three fields: 
1) Global economic governance. She is focusing on the eco-
nomic cooperation on the important platform such as G20, 
BRICS and other multilateral cooperation forum. She pro-
vides research support on emerging economies for some 
international organization, such as Boao forum for Asia. 2) 
International finance, especially on the issue of medium and 
long term exchange rate regime, international monetary sys-
tem and financial structure comparison; 3） other fields: The 
study of Global Value Chains based on ICIO tables, IO re-
form, etc. 

   Publications in 2014:

Huang, W. Exchange Rate Regimes and International Mon-
etary System[M]. Beijing: Social Sciences Academic Press, 
2014, Oct. ISBN 978-7-5097-6320-9.

Jin, Z. et al. China and G20 – High-end Gaming in Global 
Economic Governance[M]. Beijing: China Economic Publish-
ing House, 2014, April, ISBN 978-7-5136-3148-8.

Chinese Academy of Social Science, The G20 and BRICS 
Finance and Economic Cooperation Important Document 
Collection[T]. Beijing: China Financial Publishing House, 
2014, Aug., ISBN 978-7-5049-7503-4.

Huang, W. G20 Summit Helps for Economic Growth and 
Recovery[J]. Outlook Weekly, 2014, Vol.46.

Huang, W. Gao, B. The Construction of Multilateral Develop-
ment Banks Leading by Emerging Economies[J], Journal of 
Development-Oriented Finance Research, 2014, No.4.

Huang, W. A Review on the BRICS cooperation）Basis, Impe-
tus, and Development[J]. International Economic and Trade 
Research, 2014, No.12.

Ren, L., Huang, W. 

Huang, W. The New Development on Global Economic Gov-
ernance: Development-Oriented Finance Construction un-
der the Emerging Economies[J]. Contemporary World, 2014, 
No.12. 

Fan, M., Huang, W. A study in the evolution of China’s trade 
structure according to the GVC decomposition[J]. World 
Economy, 2014, No.2, 50-70.
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Igor A. Makarov
Associate professor at the department of world economy of 
National Research University Higher School of Economics 
(HSE), Moscow, Russia (since 2014), research fellow at the 
Center for Comprehensive European and International Stud-
ies of HSE (since 2010), Academic supervisor of the bachelor 
education program “World Economy” at HSE (since 2014).

PhD in Economics (HSE, Moscow). His research interests 
cover international economics, environmental economics 
and Asia-Russia relations. 
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Jeffrey D. Anderson
Jeffrey Anderson, now an independent consultant, was with 
the Institute of International Finance from 1984 to 2014.  He 
was Senior Director for European Affairs from 2012 and Di-
rector of its European department from 1992 to 2012.  His 
expertise is in macroeconomic policy assessment, country 
and sovereign risk analysis, external payments and debt and 
banking.  He was coauthor in 2013 of an important study 
done with Bain & Company entitled Restoring Growth and 
Financing to Europe’s SMEs.  He has worked extensively 
since 1992 on emerging Europe, including Russia, Turkey 
and the EU member states that have acceded since 2004.  
Since 2010, he has focused intensively on the European fi-
nancial crisis, especially on Greece, Portugal, Ireland, Spain 
and Italy.  
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John J. Kirton
John J. Kirton is a professor of political science and the co-
director of the G20 Research Group, the Global Health Diplo-
macy Program and the BRICS Research Group, and director 
of the G8 Research Group, all based at Trinity College at the 
Munk School of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto, 
and a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Chongyang Insti-
tute for Financial Studies in Renmin University of China. He is 
the author of G20 Governance for a Globalized World (2012). 
He holds a PhD in International Affairs from the Paul H. Nitzke 
School of International Studies at Johns Hopkins University 
and a MA in International Affairs from the Norman Paterson 
School of International Affairs at Carleton University.
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Lan Xue

Dr. Lan Xue is a Cheung Kong Chair Professor and Dean of 
School of Public Policy and Management at Tsinghua Univer-
sity.   With a Ph. D in public policy from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity, he taught at the George Washington University before 
returning back to China in 1996.  His teaching and research 
interests include innovation policy, crisis management）and 
global governance.  He has published widely in these areas.

He also serves as an adjunct professor at Carnegie Mellon 
University and a Non-Resident Senior Fellow of Brookings 
Institution. His many public service appointments include a 
member of the Expert Committee on Emergency Manage-
ment of the State Council of China, Vice President of China 
Association of Public Administration, a member of the Visit-
ing Committee for Harvard Kennedy School, and a member 
of the advisory board of OECD on Science, Technology, and 
Industry.  Since 2012, he has been the Co-Chair of the Lead-
ership Council of the UN Sustainable Development Solution 
Network (UNSDSN).  He is a recipient of the Fudan Distin-
guished Contribution Award for Management Science. 
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Liudmila Filippova
Ms. Liudmila Filippova graduated from the Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-University) with 
a BA degree in Political Science. She holds an MSc degree 
in Global Finance from the Russian Presidential Academy of 
National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA). Her 
master’s dissertation drew heavily on empirical research on 
the relationship between political events and stock perfor-
mance of public companies.

Liudmila Filippova is the Programs manager at the Russian 
International Affairs Council (RIAC). She joined RIAC in 2011 
when the Council started operating, and now coordinates 
RIAC efforts on the Arctic, Asia Pacific and Middle East pro-
grams. She is a copy editor of a few specialized RIAC reports 
and working papers, both in Russian and English.

Being a native speaker of Russian, she is highly proficient in 
spoken and written English and has a working knowledge of 
French.
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Madeline Koch
Madeline Koch is the managing director of the G20 Re-
search Group, the G8 Research Group, the BRICS Research 
Group and the Global Health Diplomacy Program, all based 
at the Munk School of Global Affairs at Trinity College in the 
University of Toronto. She is co-editor, with John Kirton, of 
the series of publications on the G20 and G8 produced by 
Newsdesk Media, most recently G20 — The Australia Sum-
mit: Brisbane and G7: The 2014 Brussels Summit. She has 
participated in the G8 and G20 Research Groups’ field teams 
on site at every G8 summit since 1999 and every G20 one 
since 2008.
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Malcolm D. Knight
Malcolm D. Knight is a CIGI Distinguished Fellow. He is also 
visiting professor of finance at the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science, a trustee of the International 
Valuation Standards Council and a director of the Global 
Risk Institute in Financial Services. From 2008 to 2011, he 
was vice chairman of Deutsche Bank Group, responsible for 
developing a globally-coherent strategy and coordinating DB 
Group-wide issues on regulation, supervision and financial 
stability.

At CIGI, Dr. Knight’s research will focus on the governance-
related aspects of international financial regulation, stan-
dard-setting and international financial institutions.

Dr. Knight is a trustee of the International Valuation Stan-
dards Council and a director of the Global Risk Institute in 
Financial Services. From 2008 to 2011 he was vice chair-
man of Deutsche Bank Group, responsible for developing a 
globally-coherent strategy and coordinating DB Group-wide 
issues on regulation, supervision and financial stability.

Dr. Knight served as general manager and chief executive 
officer of the Bank for International Settlements during 2003-
2008. From 1999 to 2003, he was Senior Deputy Governor 
of the Bank of Canada, where he was the Bank’s chief oper-
ating officer and a member of the Board of Directors. From 
1975 to 1999 Dr. Knight was with the IMF, where he held se-
nior positions in both research and operations. From 1971 to 
1975 he taught at the University of Toronto and the London 
School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Knight holds an Honours B.A. in Political Science and 
Economics from the University of Toronto, and M.Sc. (Econ) 
and Ph.D. degrees in economics from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. He has published widely 
in the fields of macroeconomics, international finance and 
banking, and financial regulation.

Dr. Knight served as a trustee of the International Account-
ing Standards Committee Foundation over 2003-07, and as 
a member of the Financial Stability Forum (now the Financial 
Stability Board) during 2003-08. He is a member of the Inter-
national Advisory Council of the Risk Management Institute 
of the University of Singapore, a trustee of the Per Jacobsson 
Foundation, and a member of the Honourary Senate of the 
Lindau Nobel Prizewinners Foundation. In 2006 he was 
awarded an Honourary Doctorate by Trinity College, Univer-
sity of Toronto.
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Manuel F. Montes
Manuel F. Montes is Senior Advisor on Finance and Devel-
opment at the South Centre in Geneva. He was previously 
Chief of Development Strategies, United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) where he 
led the team that produced the World Economic and Social 
Survey (WESS). Before that, he was Chief of Policy Analysis 
and Development in the UN’s Financing for Development Of-
fice; UNDP Regional Programme Coordinator, Asia Pacific 
Trade and Investment Initiative based at the Regional Centre 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka; Programme Officer for International 
Economic Policy at the Ford Foundation in New York, 1999-
2005; Senior Fellow and Coordinator for Economics Stud-
ies at the East-West Centre in Honolulu, 1989-1999; and 
Associate Professor of Economics at the University of The 
Philippines, 1981-1989.  He has held visiting positions at the 
United Nations World Institute for Development Economics 
Research (UNU/WIDER) in Helsinki, the Institute for South-
east Asian Studies (ISEAS) in Singapore, and the Institute of 
Developing Economies (IDE) in Tokyo.  His recent publica-
tions have been in areas of macroeconomic policy, develop-
ment strategy, income inequality, climate change financing 
and industrial policy. His most recent research papers are 
“Obstacles to Development in the International Economic 
System,” July 2014 and Retooling Development and Global 
Economic Governance (Bloomsbury Press, 2014).  He holds 
a PhD in Economics from Stanford University.  
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Marc Uzan 
Marc Uzan is the Executive Director and founder of the Rein-
venting Bretton Woods Committee a not-for profit organiza-
tion established in 1994 that focuses on addressing issues 
related to the international financial architecture. Mr. Uzan 
works closely with central banks and ministries of finance 
around the world, as well as the chairpersons of the G20 
and also  Adviser  for numerous organizations that have 
asked him to organize high-level conferences. He has ed-
ited numerous volumes on international finance and he also 
authored academic papers on the new architecture for the 
international financial system.. Mr. Uzan holds Master De-
gree in International Economics and Finance from the Uni-
versité de Paris IX Dauphine and had been visiting scholar at 
the Department of Economics of the University of California, 
Berkeley and visiting fellow at Harvard University.
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Marilou Uy
Marilou Uy is Director of the Intergovernmental Group of 
Twenty-Four on International Monetary Affairs and Develop-
ment (G-24). The G24 was established in 1971 as a repre-
sentative body of Finance Ministers and Central Bank Gov-
ernors of developing countries with the objective of helping 
to articulate and support the position of developing countries 
in the discussions of the IMF, World Bank and other relevant 
fora.  Prior to that, she was the Senior Adviser to the Manag-
ing Director at the World Bank.  While at the World Bank, she 
also served as Sector Director for the Africa Financial and 
Private Sector Development Department from 2007 to 2011 
and Director of the Financial Sector Operations and Policy 
Department in the Financial Sector Vice-Presidency as well 
as Chair of the Financial Sector Board from 2002 to 2007.   
Since joining the World Bank in 1985 as part of the Young 
Professionals Program, she has  worked on financial sec-
tor and private sector development in Latin America, Middle 
East, South Asia, and Africa, and globally.  She was also part 
of the Development Economics Group’s research team that 
prepared “The East Asian Miracle” in 1991, in which she fo-
cused on financial sector issues, together with Joseph Sti-
glitz.  Ms. Uy pursued her graduate studies in economics 
and finance at the University of California, Los Angeles.
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Matthew P. Goodman
Matthew P. Goodman is senior adviser for Asian economics 
and holds the William E. Simon Chair in Political Economy 
at CSIS. The Simon Chair explores current issues in interna-
tional economic policy, with a focus on the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Before joining CSIS in early 2012, Goodman was White 
House coordinator for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) and the East Asia Summit. He also served as director 
for international economics on the National Security Council 
staff, helping the President prepare for G-20 and G-8 sum-
mits. Prior to the White House, Goodman was senior advisor 
to the under secretary for economic, energy, and agricultural 
affairs at the U.S. Department of State.

Goodman has extensive experience in both the public and 
private sectors. Before joining the Obama administration 
in 2009, he worked for five years at Albright Stonebridge 
Group, a global business advisory firm based in Washington, 
D.C., where he was managing director for Asia. From 2002 
to 2004, he served at the White House as director for Asian 
economic affairs on the National Security Council staff. Prior 
to that, he spent five years at Goldman, Sachs & Co., head-
ing the investment bank’s government affairs operations in 
Tokyo and London. From 1988 to 1997, he worked as an 
international economist at the U.S. Treasury Department, in-
cluding five years as financial attaché at the U.S. embassy 
in Tokyo. 

Goodman holds an M.A. in international relations from the 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) and a B.S. in economics from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science (LSE). He is a life member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves as chairman 
of the board of trustees of the Japan-America Society of 
Washington.
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Mehmet Arda
Retired Head of the Commodities Branch at UNCTAD where 
he worked for 25 years, he was Professor of International 
Relations and Economics at Galatasaray University, Istanbul 
(2007-2013). Currently he is active in the Centre for Econom-
ics and Foreign Policy Studies (EDAM) and Global Relations 
Forum (GIF). He is a founding member of SenDeGel, a civil 
society organization providing development assistance to 
Least Developed Countries. Occasionally he undertakes 
consultancy work for the United Nations and the Turkish 
Government.  He has a BA in Economics from Dartmouth 
College, and a Ph.D in Economics from the University of 
California, Berkeley.

His interest in commodity issues continues and his current 
research focuses on the governance of globalization, inter-
national trade and the process of development in a global-
ized world; multilateral and regional trade agreements; Least 
Developed Countries; South-South economic relations and 
development cooperation; international value chains; natural 
resource management. 
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Dr. Mehmet Sait AKMAN
Mr. Mehmet Sait Akman is an academician focusing on in-
ternational trade and European Union studies at Marmara 
University EU Studies Institute in Istanbul, Turkey. He also 
serves as senior research fellow in Centre for Multilateral 
Trade Studies at Turkish Economic Policy Research Institute 
(TEPAV), a leading public policy think-tank in Ankara, Turkey.

Mr. Akman holds Doctoral Degree in Economics of the Euro-
pean Union from Marmara University, Istanbul; and Master of 
Laws degree (LL.M) in ‘EU and Economic Law’ from London 
School of Economics. He has been visiting researcher at Eu-
ropean University Institute, Florence and London School of 
Economics, London.

He was a participant to several academic meetings held by 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), and is serving as aca-
demic consultant to WTO/ITTC training activities for public 
officers from Central Asia, Caucasus, and Central and East-
ern Europe (CEECAC) region.

He is the co-editor WTO Doha Round of Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations and Turkey (in Turkish), TEPAV Publ. ;Catalyst? 
TTIP’s Impact on the Rest (with P.Low and S.Evenett), CEPR, 
2015; The EU’s Expanding Trade Policy: Challenges for EU-
Turkey Customs Union (with C.Balkir and J.Orbie –to be pub-
lished).
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Melih Gezer
Melih Gezer joined “NOVUSENS Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Institute” as a Co-Founder on 1st of October 2014. 
He is an information technology professional with over 30 
years of profesional experience in the high- tech industry 
both at local and international paltforms. He was responsible 
for developing strategies, implementing and managing pro-
grams on K12 / higher education, entrepreneurship, research 
and public policy issues together with government organiza-
tions, universities and NGOs when running “Corporate Af-
fairs Manager” role in Intel Turkey for 9 years.

Melih joined Intel in 2006 as Country Education Manager 
and assumed responsibility in his current role in 2007. Prior 
to Intel, he worked in Turkey and Holland in the IT and De-
fense industries in various roles. Melih holds a BSc Degree 
in Computer Engineering from METU (Middle east Technical 
University) on 1985 and MBA degree from Bilkent University.
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Memduh Karakullukçu
Memduh Karakullukçu is the Vice-Chairman and President 
of Global Relations Forum (GRF). He is also the Founding 
Partner of the Turkish online legal informatics initiative, kanu-
num.com. Previously, he has served as the senior advisor 
to the Chairwoman of Turkish Industry and Business Asso-
ciation (TÜSİAD) and as the Founding Managing Director of 
Istanbul’s leading science park, Istanbul Technical University 
(İTÜ) ARI Teknokent, currently an innovation community of 
over one hundred technology companies. During his ten-
ure at İTÜ, Mr. Karakullukçu was the senior advisor to the 
President, the coordinator of the Law, Technology and Policy 
graduate programme and the strategic advisor at the Univer-
sity’s Center for Satellite Communications. 

Mr. Karakullukçu has served as a member of the academic 
staff at the LSE and İTÜ. His earlier academic work includes 
research commissioned by the IMF and the World Bank on 
inflation dynamics, debt instruments and debt markets. His 
recent policy work at GRF includes global energy analysis, 
technology-related security issues, global economic/finan-
cial governance and the economic prospects of the MENA 
region. Earlier in his career, Mr. Karakullukçu worked as a 
specialist in structured finance in London and Istanbul. Mr. 
Karakullukçu received his B.S. in Electrical Engineering and 
in Economics at MIT, his MSc in Finance at the LSE and his 
J.D. at Columbia University. He is a member of the New York 
State Bar. 
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Prof.Dr. Mensur Akgün
Prof. Dr. Mensur Akgün is the Director of the Global Political 
Trends Center (GPoT) and the Chair of the Department of 
International Relations at Istanbul Kültür University, where he 
is a faculty member. He received his first bachelor’s degree 
from Middle East Technical University in Ankara in interna-
tional relations. He later earned another bachelor’s degree 
in social anthropology, as well as a master’s in political sci-
ence, at the University of Oslo in Norway. He completed his 
doctoral studies at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul. In addition 
to his work at GPoT, from 2002 to 2009 he served as the 
director of the Foreign Policy Program at the Turkish Eco-
nomic and Social Studies Foundation (TESEV), to which he 
is currently an adviser. Previously a columnist at the daily Re-
ferans, Prof. Dr. Akgün currently writes for the daily Star. He 
has numerous published works in the fields of international 
relations and Turkish foreign policy. 
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Mina Toksöz
Dr Mina Toksoz is an associate fellow in the International 
Economics Department at Chatham house. She is currently 
senior consultant economist to the Sovereign and Country 
Risk Analysis team at Lloyds Bank Group and was previ-
ously head of country risk at Standard Bank International. Dr 
Toksoz has a BA in Economics from Bosphorous University, 
and a D.Phil from Sussex University. She is the author of The 
Economist Guide to Country Risk published in 2014.
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Prof. Dr. Murat Özgören
Murat Ozgoren, M.D. PhD., is Professor of Medicine. He is the vice-
rector of Dokuz Eylul University. He is the national infrastructures rep-
resentative of Turkish Research Council, TUBITAK for European Com-
mission. Additionally he is the member European Strategic Forum on 
Research Infrastructures (ESFRI), already contributing to a number of 
strategic roadmapping documents on European research landscape. 
He has recently concluded his role as the chair of ESFRI Health and 
Food Strategy Working Group of Europe. 

His research interests include multidisciplinary and translational stud-
ies in the cognitive science incorporating sleep, conscious states and 
pathological processes, applied brain biophysics, signal processing, 
information processing in the brain. His group has recently focused on 
the research and innovative approach on brain responsiveness in sleep 
and different conscious states. He is a faculty of Department of Bio-
physics, Faculty of Medicine, Dokuz Eylul University. He is a member of 
the Brain Dynamics Research Center and coordinates Sleep Dynamics 
Labs. He is part of the Industrial PhD program which is recently ap-
proved. He is the steering committee member of European University 
Association Council of Doctoral Education.

He has organized a number of congress and workshops on Brain bio-
physics, Sleep and Neuroscience areas, and supported 13th World 
Congress of Psychophysiology- The Olympics of the Brain in Istan-
bul. He has participated in the initiative of The US Turkey Advanced 
Study Institute on Global Healthcare Grand Challenges indicating the 
future prospects of brain research as well as neural engineering. He 
has organized congresses and workshops in the field of biomedical 
engineering on health applications. He is the author of “The Applied 
Brain Biophysics”, Izmir. Additionally he has been one of the coordina-
tors of Innovation in Izmir (biomedical theme) action called INOVIZ. He 
has organized the Turkish Japanese Sleep Forum highlighting research 
capacity in sleep and biorhythms. He has organized training series for 
Turkish Anesthesia Society on research and clinical applications. He is 
the working group chair of Turkish Sleep Medicine Society (TSMS) in 
Basic Sciences and also has delegated TSMS in international meetings 
of WSF, ASRS and etc. 

He is the member of National Biophysical Society, National Biomedical 
Board, Turkish Sleep Medicine Society, a number of foundations, and 
vice chair of Asian Sleep Medicine Society.  

He has participated into realizing and managing international research 
infrastructures (RAMIRI). He has hosted ESFRI BMS TWG and regional 
working group meetings. He has recently represented Europe in the 
field of Biomedical and Health Sciences at EU-US meeting with NSF 
(and NIH) directors (EU-US Bilat, Rome 2010) and chaired the Biologi-
cal & Medical Sciences Session. Additionally he has co-chaired to the 
Australia EU meetings (Brussels, 2012) with ESFRI in the field of Bio-
medical Sciences. He is the R&D Committee chair of recently launched 
International Sleep Science & Technology Association (ISSTA).  He is 
the associate editor in the journal of “Sleep and Biological Rhythms”.

He has duty as vice-rector in charge of research, innovation and techno 
parks. He has coordinated national biomedical device invention strat-
egy roadmaps. He has been actively involved in Health Innovation Ini-
tiative of Izmir, INOVIZ. He has recently launched the first Health Tech-
nopark project of Turkey, DEPARK-HEALTH. He has hosted ORPHEUS 
and EUA-CDE meetings. Finally he has initiated the International Health 
Technologies Accelerator- BioIzmir, a project for soft landing to Turkey 
in Health related technologies. Dr. Ozgoren has actively played role as a 
promoter of global innovation and international collaboration.
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Nagesh Kumar
Dr Nagesh Kumar is Head, United Nations ESCAP South 
and South-West Asia Office, New Delhi. Previously, he was 
Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division 
and Chief Economist of UNESCAP based at its headquarters 
in Bangkok. 

Before joining ESCAP in 2009, Dr. Kumar was Director-Gen-
eral of the Research and Information System for Develop-
ing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi based public funded policy 
think-tank of the Government of India during 2002-09. He 
has also served on the faculty of the UNU-MERIT in Maas-
tricht, the Netherlands (1993-1998).

Dr Kumar has served on the boards of the Export-Import 
Bank of India, the International Centre for Trade & Sustain-
able Development (ICTSD), Geneva; the South Asia Centre 
for Policy Studies (SACEPS), Kathmandu, among other in-
stitutions. He has served as consultant to the World Bank, 
ADB, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UN-DESA, the Commonwealth Sec-
retariat, among others. He has chaired regional track-II study 
groups on trade in services in South Asia and on infrastruc-
ture development in East Asia. 

A PhD from the Delhi School of Economics (1988), Dr Ku-
mar is recipient of the Exim Bank of India’s first International 
Trade Research Award (1989) and the Global Development 
Network’s Research Medal (2000). Dr. Kumar has conducted 
extensive research on aspects of development economics 
especially its international dimensions, resulting in the publi-
cation of 19 books and over 100 peer-reviewed papers. 
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Natalia Speer
Natalia Speer is Senior Advisor for the Director of the Inter-
governmental Group of Twenty-Four on International Mon-
etary Affairs and Development (G-24). The G24 was estab-
lished in 1971 as a representative body of Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors of developing countries with 
the objective of helping to articulate and support the position 
of developing countries in the discussions of the IMF, World 
Bank and other relevant fora.  Prior to that, she was the 
Senior Advisor to the Executive Director at the World Bank 
Group representing Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Panama, the Philippines, Suriname, and Trini-
dad and Tobago.  In that capacity, some of her responsi-
bilities included advising the Executive Director on positions 
and key policy issues under consideration at the Board of 
Executive Directors, including strategic directions, institu-
tional positions, and operational policies, among others. Ms. 
Speer holds undergraduate and Master degrees in econom-
ics respectively from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil) and the Fluminense Federal University (Brazil), and is 
currently working on her dissertation for her Interdisciplinary 
Ph.D on economics and social sciences at the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City (USA).  
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Nikola Jovanović
Mr. Nikola Jovanović is Program Director of the Center for In-
ternational Relations and Sustainable Development (CIRSD), 
Deputy Editor of Horizons, and member of the Columbia Uni-
versity Earth Institute–UN SDSN Advisory Group on Interna-
tional Relations.

He served as Spokesperson and Advisor to the President of 
the sixty-seventh session of the UN General Assembly. He 
was previously Special Advisor to Serbia’s Foreign Minister. 
Prior to that, he worked in the Serbian Government’s Euro-
pean Integration Office and was a consultant to the Ministry 
of Finance.

He was Editor-in-Chief of Belgrade’s Journal of European 
Integration. Mr. Jovanović is a columnist for the oldest news-
paper in Serbia, Politika.

He holds a law degree from the University of Belgrade and a 
master’s degree from the College of Europe in Bruges/War-
saw.
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Paola Subacchi
Paola Subacchi is the Director of International Economics 
Research at Chatham House (The Royal Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs) in London. She is an expert on the functioning 
and governance of the international financial and monetary 
systems, and has written extensively in peer-reviewed jour-
nals and current affairs publications. She advises govern-
ments, international organizations, non-profits, and corpora-
tions. Dr Subacchi speaks at conferences and high-profile 
events around the world and is a regular media commentator 
with the BBC, CCTV, Project Syndicate, Foreign Policy, the 
Financial Times and the Huffington Post Italy. She is a board 
member of Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust Plc, a gov-
ernor of St Marylebone School in London and an advisory 
member of Wilton Park. An Italian national, she studied at 
Università Bocconi in Milan and at the University of Oxford.
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Paolo Magri
Paolo Magri is Executive Vice President and Director of ISPI 
(the Italian Institute for International Political Studies), found-
ed in Milan 80 years ago.

He is also Secretary-Treasurer of the Italian Group of the Tri-
lateral Commission;; Professor of International Organizations 
at Pavia University; Member of the Scientific Committee of 
Fondazione Dell’Amore (microfinance), the Steering Commit-
tee of Fondazione Italia-Russia and of the Advisory Board of 
Centrimark (Catholic University of Sacred Heart).

In his capacity of foreign policy analist, he is often invited to 
various tv and radio programmes (Sky, Cnbc, Rai, Svizzera 
Italiana, Rai GR Nazionale, Radio 24). His fields of expertise 
pertains to BRICs, global governance, transatlantic relations 
and MENA.
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Pelin Yenigün Dilek
Pelin Yenigun Dilek obtained her bachelors degree in Eco-
nomics from Bosphorus University, Istanbul in 1995, fol-
lowed by a M.A. in Development Economics from University 
of Kent in Canterbury, U.K.  She worked as an economist in 
Industrial Development Bank of Turkey and Global Securities 
between 1997-2003.  In 2004, she obtained another mas-
ters degree from Leuven University, Belgium on International 
Business Economics.  She worked in Garanti Bank, Istanbul 
as the chief economist until 2013. 

Pelin is the founder of LongViewTurkey.com, an online plat-
form dedicated to discussions on Turkey’s long-term mac-
roeconomic development.  She is also one of the founding 
partners of Sustineo Istanbul, which is a social entrepreneur-
ship on environmental, social and corporate governance 
sustainability to mobilize and support business world, policy 
makers and communities. 

pelinyen@yahoo.com, pelin@longviewturkey.com
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Rahel Kassahun
Dr. Rahel Kassahun is the Executive Director of Coalition for 
Dialogue on Africa (CoDA), a pan-African think tank based in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Through a dynamic and interactive 
process that involves, (i) high level discussions, (ii) mobilizing 
the most relevant actors in order to address specific recom-
mendations, and (iii) development of corrective actions that 
will deliver positive changes, CoDA aims to play a strong ad-
vocacy role to translate policies and initiatives into concrete 
action and results to underpin Africa’s transformation.   CoDA 
is an initiative of the African Development Bank, the African 
Union and UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

Ms. Kassahun is the Founder of Africa Unbound Inc., an in-
ternational civil society organization building a network of 
young Africans who see themselves as agents of change.  
Prior to founding Africa Unbound, she worked for the World 
Bank in Washington D.C. in the Africa Region (2002-2010).  
She has also worked as a consultant for the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in New York and taught 
at University of California, Riverside (1996-2000).  A native 
Ethiopian, Ms. Kassahun holds a Ph. D. in Economics from 
University of California, Riverside.
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Rahu Gurbanova 
Rahu  Gurbanova is an Advisor, Section of the Works with 
Youth Organizations, Socio-Political Issues Department, 
Administration of the President of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan and senior expert in Youth and NGO sector. Moreover, 
she has certain experience in international and public af-
fairs which she gained working as international coordinator 
at New Azerbaijan Party (Ruling party in Azerbaijan).  She 
holds her Bachelor degree in German Language and Master 
Degree in German Language in Policy with distinctions from 
Baku State University where she worked as English and Ger-
man language instructor.  She is fluent in English and Ger-
man.



52

Ram Upendra Das
Dr. Ram Upendra Das is Professor at the Research and In-
formation System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. 
He is also an Honorary Fellow, Academy for World Watch, 
Shanghai, China; Honorary Professor, New Delhi Institute of 
Management and Member, Academic Advisory Council, Birla 
Institute of Management and Technology. His broad areas of 
specialisation include international economics and develop-
ment policy.

With over 25 years of research experience, Dr. Das has con-
tributed to various studies, including inter-governmental 
Joint Study Groups (JSGs), and international negotiating 
processes on behalf of Government of India in the context of 
India’s economic engagements with other countries. He has 
also represented India in the Track II study group of the CE-
PEA under the East Asia Summit process. He contributed to 
the drafting of the SAFTA Treaty and SAARC Agreement on 
Trade in Services (SATIS) for the SAARC Secretariat. Addi-
tionally, he has also contributed to resolving complex issues 
during the India-ASEAN trade negotiations. 

He was invited as a state guest by the US Department of 
State under the IVLP; and the Government of Indonesia un-
der the Presidential Friends of Indonesia programme, and 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Government 
of Maldives. He has conducted and supervised a number 
of studies for various institutions including the ADB, Com-
monwealth Secretariat, ILO, Exim Bank of India, SAARC 
Secretariat, UNDP, UNESCAP and the World Bank. He has 
numerous publications to his credit on issues relating to in-
ternational economics and development, including entries in 
peer-reviewed journals and books. The most recent books 
include Perspectives on Rules of Origin, Palgrave-Macmillan: 
UK (2011); Regional Trade and Economic Integration, World 
Scientific: Singapore and New Jersey (2012) and Meaning 
of Indian Economic Dynamism for the East Asian Economic 
Integration Process, ERIA: Jakarta (2014).

Dr. Das obtained his Ph.D. and M.Phil degrees in Economics 
from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
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Renato Baumann
As per short bio, I am DPhil in Economics by Oxford Uni-
versity, Director of the International Unit of IPEA (Brazilian 
Government Think Tank), professor of Economics at Uni-
versidade de Brasília as well as at the Brazilian Diplomatic 
Academy and have been between 1994 and 2010 Director, 
UN/ECLAC Office in Brasília.
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Richard Edward Baldwin
Richard Edward Baldwin is Professor of International Eco-
nomics at the Graduate Institute, Geneva since 1991, a part-
time visiting research professor at the University of Oxford 
since 2012, Director of CEPR since 2014, and Editor-in-Chief 
of Vox since he founded it in June 2007. 

He served in the Bush (senior) White House (1990-1991) fol-
lowing US trade negotiations and disputes as a Senior Staff 
Economist for the President’s Council of Economic Advisors.

The author of numerous books and articles, his research in-
terests include international trade, globalisation, regionalism, 
and European integration. He has advised numerous govern-
ments and international organisations on issues of regional-
ism, globalisation and European integration. He did his PhD 
at MIT under guidance of Paul Krugman, an M.Sc. from LSE, 
a B.Sc. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and three 
honorary doctorates (Turku School of Economics and Busi-
ness 2005, University of St. Gallen 2012 and Universidad 
Pontificia of Lima 2014
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Richard Manning
Richard Manning is Chair of the Board of the International 
Initiative for Impact Evaluation, and a Senior Fellow at the 
Blavatnik School of Government at Oxford University, where 
his current projects include work on finance for infrastructure 
in Africa and the economic and fiscal implications of HIV in 
Africa. He also Chairs an Advisory Council at the Institute 
of Development Studies on Rising Powers in International 
Development.

Richard served in the Department for International Devel-
opment and its predecessors from 1965-2003 (Director-
General 1996-2003). His assignments included postings to 
Lagos and Bangkok, to the UK Permanent Representation 
to the EU during the negotiations of the first Lome Conven-
tion, and as Alternate Executive Director of the World Bank. 
From June 2003 to January 2008, Richard was Chair of the 
OECD’s Development Assistance Committee. 

In 2013, Richard was also involved in two major international 
funding exercises, as Vice-Chair of the Replenishment of the 
Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria, and as Co-ordinator 
of the Replenishment of the African Development Fund. He 
published in September 2014 a Working Paper for UNU/
WIDER on the lessons of these replenishments and that of 
IDA.
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Samantha St. Amand
Samantha St. Amand is a CIGI research associate in the 
Global Economy Program. She has a B.A (honours) in eco-
nomics from Wilfrid Laurier University and an M.A. in eco-
nomics from the University of Waterloo. Samantha’s current 
research focuses on the political economy of central bank-
ing, the international implications of unconventional mon-
etary policy, global growth and fiscal sustainability.
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Sergey Drobyshevskiy
Academic Director of the Gaidar Institute for Economic Poli-
cy (Moscow, Russia) and Head of Macroeconomic Research 
Centre at the Russian Academy for National Economy and 
Public Service under the President of the Russian Federa-
tion, Doctor of Economics. Since November 2012 –Manag-
ing Director of the Russia’s G20 Expert Council.

Graduated from the Higher School of Economics (Mos-
cow) and Erasmus University (Rotterdam). In 1996 Sergey 
Drobyshevsky joined the Institute for Economy in Transition 
(since June 2010 – Gaidar Institute for Economic Policy) and 
worked in the Department of Monetary Policy. In 2000-2002 
– expert at the Russian-European Centre for Economic Poli-
cy. In 2006 got a Ph.D. degree in Economics from the Univer-
site P.-M. France (Grenoble, France).

The main sphere of professional interests: macroeconomics, 
monetary policy, financial institutions and financial markets, 
economic forecasting.

Author of 20 monographs and books published in Russia 
and abroad, more than 100 research papers and articles.

Member of the Expert Council under Government Commis-
sion on Economic Development and Integration, Member of 
the Public Council under the Ministry of Finance, Member of 
the Monetary Policy Council under the Association of Rus-
sian Regional Banks.
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Seyeon Jang
(Research Associate at Center for Regulatory Studies, KDI)

M.S. Seoul National University, Major in Finance

Attended Think20 Meeting in Sydney, Australia, Dec. 2013
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Dr. Shamshad Akhtar
In December 2013, Shamshad Akhtar was appointed by the 
UN Secretary-General as United Nations Under-Secretary-
General and Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. She also serves as UN 
Sherpa for the G20.

Previously the Secretary-General’s Senior Advisor on Eco-
nomics and Finance, as well as Assistant Secretary-General 
for Economic Development, she served as Governor of the 
Central Bank of Pakistan from 2006 to 2009; Vice President 
of the World Bank’s Middle East and North Africa Region; 
and held a range of senior posts in the Asian Development 
Bank, including that of Director-General (South-East Asia re-
gion).  

Ms. Akhtar was a post-doctoral US Fulbright Fellow at Har-
vard University, holds a PhD in Economics from the Paisley 
College of Technology, a Master in Development Economics 
from the University of Sussex, and an MSc in Economics 
from Quaid-i-Azam University. 
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Sumru Altuğ
Sumru Altug (BA, MA in Economics, Pittsburgh 1978, 1980; 
Ph.D in Economics, Carnegie-Mellon, 1985) is currently a 
Professor at Koç University in Istanbul, Turkey. She previ-
ously held tenure-track and visiting assistant professor posi-
tions at Minnesota, Wisconsin, Duke and Virginia Tech in the 
U.S during 1984-1995. She also held Chaired Professorships 
at the University of Durham the University of York during 
1999-2002. She is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Eco-
nomic Policy Research (CEPR) in London, U.K. and a mem-
ber of the Euro Area Business Cycle Network (EABCN). She 
also served as panel member of the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) in the UK during 2001-2003 and 
an Associate Editor for the Economic Journal during 2000-
2003. Prof. Altuğ is currently the Director for the TÜSİAD-Koç 
Economic Research Forum (ERF). Her research interests are 
in the areas of dynamic macroeconomic analysis, business 
cycles, productivity and growth, investment, and dynamic 
asset pricing.  
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Ş. Gökhan Çay
Deputy Secretary General, Caspian Strategy Institute

Gökhan Çay was born in Izmir in 1982. He received his bach-
elor’s degree in Business Administration from Tianjin Uni-
versity of China. He worked as Export Manager of a private 
company. 

He worked as Asia Pasific Regional Coordinator at Turkish 
Exporters Assembly from 2008 to 2012. 

Gökhan Çay has been working at Caspian Strategy Institute 
since 2012 as Deputy Secretary General. He is also Editor in 
Chief of Hazar World Magazine.

Gökhan Çay speaks English, Chinese and Korean. He is 
married with one child. 
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Timur Makhmutov
Ph.D. in Political Science

Graduated from MGIMO-University. Started his carrier as 
lecturer at Political Theory Department of MGIMO. Published 
several articles and 2 books on political process in Russia, 
socio-economic influence on international cooperation with 
special attention to the processes of marginalization.

Since 2011 works with Russian International Affairs Council 
(RIAC) as Deputy Program Director. Member of RIAC Editors 
Group for reports and working papers.
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Tristram Sainsbury 
Tristram Sainsbury is a Research Fellow in the G20 Studies 
Centre at the Lowy Institute. Prior to joining the Institute, Tris-
tram was at the Australian Treasury where he worked on G20 
policy, focussing mainly on international financial architec-
ture reform, financial regulation reform and G20 growth strat-
egies. Prior to that he spent time in the Australian Treasury’s 
revenue forecasting and environmental fiscal policy areas. 
He has also worked at the Crawford School at the Australian 
National University on behalf of the Australian Treasury. Tris-
tram holds a Masters in Applied Economics from ANU and 
has completed undergraduate studies in Resource Econom-
ics at the University of Sydney.
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Turab Gurbanov
Turab Gurbanov earned his Bachelor degree in Public Ad-
ministration at Marmara University in 1999, his Master de-
gree in International Relations in 2000 and his Doctorate 
degree in Political Sciences (International Relations) in 2005 
at Paris-1 Pantheon-Sorbonne University. Hi is author of 6 
books published in Paris and in Baku related to International 
Relations/Geopolitics. He speaks Englısh, French, Turkish, 
Russian. Since 2005 He works at the Administration of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as Senior advisor for 
foreign policy issues.
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Ulf Sverdrup
(born 1968), is the Director of the Norwegian Institute of In-
ternational Affairs (NUPI).

Sverdrup is also a professor at the Norwegian Business 
School (BI). He was the Head of the Secretariat for the Of-
ficial Norwegian Europe Review (NOU 2012:2 “Outside and 
Inside”), which assessed the impacts and implications of 
Norway’s agreements with the EU. During his career Sver-
drup has worked on various topics in international politics, 
with a particular emphasis on European integration and Eu-
ropean politics.

Director Sverdrup was a researcher and research professor 
at the ARENA, Centre for European Studies, at the Univer-
sity of Oslo (2000-2008). Sverdrup holds a doctoral degree 
in Political Science from the University of Oslo and a Masters 
degree from the University of Bergen.

He has been a Jean Monnet fellow at the European Universi-
ty Institute, a Visiting scholar at the Mannheimer Zentrum für 
Europäische Sozialforschung, and he has also been a senior 
advisor in the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Director Ulf Sverdrup is a Norwegian citizen.
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Ussal Şahbaz
TEPAV G20 Studies Center Director

As of November 2014, Ussal Sahbaz is appointed as the 
director of G20 Studies Center at the Economic Policy Re-
search Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV), and independent 
think-tank in Ankara. At this capacity, he leads the content 
provision for Business 20 and Think Tank 20 outreach groups 
for Turkey’s G20 presidency in 2015.

Since 2010, Ussal Sahbaz has managed programs on tech-
nology, entrepreneurship and foreign economic relations at 
TEPAV. Some of these activities include starting the Global 
Entrepreneurship Program Turkey, a program of the U.S. 
State Department; creating GARAJ Entrepreneurship Center, 
an accelerator program and a meeting space for the entre-
preneurial community in Ankara.  Ussal designed and ex-
ecuted the largest EU-financed program to foster bilateral 
business relations in the conflicting countries in the South 
Caucasus. He is also at the leadership of the entrepreneur-
ship chapter of the Middle East Commercial Center, initiated 
by the U.S. Chambers in 2013.

Ussal Sahbaz graduated from Harvard Kennedy School with 
a master’s degree in public administration and international 
development program in May 2010. He holds a BS degree 
from the Middle East Technical University (2003) and an MA 
from Bilkent University (2005), both in economics. He worked 
as a consultant to the World Bank in Washington D.C. and as 
a case officer at the Turkish Competition Authority.
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Veronica Grondona
Veronica Grondona, is an Economist from Argentina (Univer-
sidad de Buenos Aires- UBA; 2000), with Posgraduate stud-
ies in Finance (Universidad Torcuato Di Tella; 2003) and in 
Cultural Heritage and Tourism (UNESCO, UNTreF, AAMNBA, 
2010). Between 1998 and December 2001, Veronica worked 
for the Government Office in charge of Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SePyME) in Argentina; being the last 2 years en-
gaged in a Program for Entrepreneurial Restructuring (PRE) 
financed by the Inter-American Development Bank. Between 
2002 and mid 2007, Veronica worked in transfer pricing for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Buenos Aires initially, then 
in PwC Madrid and finally for Transfer Pricing Associates in 
Amsterdam. In 2011, Veronica worked as a consultant for 
the National Ministry of Tourism’s Statistical Department. Ve-
ronica teaches Economics of Tourism at the National Uni-
versity of Lujan and Economics of Culture at the UBA; both 
for postgraduate careers. In 2014, Veronica wrote the follow-
ing working paper: “Fuga de Capitales IV. Argentina 2014. 
La manipulación de los precios de transferencia” (“Capital 
Flight IV. The manipulation of transfer prices”), under the su-
pervision of Jorge Gaggero, CEFID-AR Working Paper N°58, 
Buenos Aires, June 2014.
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Vivan Sharan
Vivan Sharan is Chief Executive of the Global Governance 
Initiative at the Observer Research Foundation, India and 
a Partner at Koan Advisory Group, India. He has extensive 
experience in the policy space, having worked with vari-
ous arms of the Indian Government on important policies 
and agendas.  Vivan has written extensively on contempo-
rary themes ranging from capital markets reform to climate 
change responses in global journals. He contributes regular-
ly as an opinion writer to leading Indian newspapers includ-
ing The Economic Times, Financial Express, The Hindu and 
The Global Times. Vivan has a Master’s degree in Economics 
from the University of Edinburgh and Bachelor’s degree in 
Mathematics from St. Stephens College, University of Delhi. 
In his free time, he indulges in developing an ambitious agro-
industrial business.
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Assoc.Prof.Dr. Vusal Gasimli 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vusal Gasimli works as a Head of Depart-
ment in the Center for Strategic Studies under the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. He was president of  “ANS-
PRESS” Publishing House from 2005-2007 and expert in the 
European Union in 2009-2010.

He graduated Azerbaijan State Economic University and re-
ceived his Master degree in Economics in 1997. He received 
his MA in journalism from the Georgian Institute of Public 
Affairs (based on the study program of Louisiana State Uni-
versity) in 2004. He received PhD on Economics in Baku in 
2009.

Being a results-driven researcher with strong background in 
macro-economics, he focuses his studying on the economic 
development, competitiveness, modernization and agricul-
ture. In recent years, he has hosted and participated in more 
than 20 academic research projects, published about 500 
articles, wrote or co-authored 10 books.

Recent book of Dr.Gasimli entitled “Resource-rich countries: 
Modernization and Diversification” was printed by German 
Academic Publishing House in 2013.

Dr. Vusal Gasimli got the award of Astana Economic Forum 
for outstanding research achievements in 2012. 

He worked as a guest scholar in Korea Institute for Interna-
tional Policy in 2013.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vusal Gasimli delivered lectures at presti-
gious universities such as Washington, California, Hanyan, 
Milan Catholic, Warsaw, Hankuk, Cairo, Rio de Janeiro etc.

He knows Azerbaijani, English, Russian, Spanish (elemen-
tary proficiency) and Turkish.
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V. Alptekin Dinçerler
P&G Turkey, Commercial Leader for AfH. Born in Gazian-
tep, 1982. Bilkent University Industrial Engineering graduate, 
2004. 10+ years experience in consumer packed goods in-
dustry in sales management and trade marketing. Areas of 
interest: venture capital & entrepreneurship. Married, fluency 
in English.
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Wonhyuk Lim
Wonhyuk Lim is Professor at the KDI School of Public Policy. 
He also has a joint appointment at the Korea Development 
Institute (KDI) and serves as Executive Director of the Cen-
ter for Regulatory Studies and Director of the Department of 
Competition Policy. Since he joined KDI in 1996, his research 
has focused on state-owned enterprises and family-based 
business groups (chaebol). He has also written extensively 
on development issues, in conjunction with policy consul-
tation projects under Korea’s Knowledge Sharing Program 
(KSP). He received a Presidential order from the Dominican 
Republic for his work. After the 2002 Presidential Election 
in Korea, he worked for the Presidential Transition Commit-
tee and the Presidential Committee on Northeast Asia and 
helped to set policy directions for the restructuring of the 
electricity and gas sector and for Northeast Asian energy co-
operation. Dr. Lim was also at Brookings as a CNAPS Fellow 
for 2005-06, and worked as a consultant for the World Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI).  In 2010, 
he helped to formulate the G20 Seoul Development Consen-
sus for Shared Growth. His recent publications include The 
Korean Economy: From a Miraculous Past to a Sustainable 
Future (Harvard, forthcoming, co-authored), Korea’s Global 
Leadership (Kyobo, 2012, ed., in Korean), “Chaebol and 
Industrial Policy in Korea” (Asian Economic Policy Review, 
2012), “Joint Discovery and Upgrading of Comparative Ad-
vantage: Lessons from Korea’s Development Experience” 
(World Bank, 2011) and Global Leadership in Transition: 
Making the G20 More Effective and Responsive (Brookings 
and KDI, 2011, co-edited with Colin Bradford).  He received a 
B.A.S. in Physics and History and a Ph.D. in Economics from 
Stanford University.
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Yang Qingqing
Director of Research Cooperation Department & G20 Proj-
ect, Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin 
University of China (RDCY)

Miss Yang Qingqing is currently the Director of Research Co-
operation Department & G20 Project at Chongyang Institute 
for Financial Studies, Renmin University of China (RDCY). 
She is also the member of Corporate Social Responsibility 
and Anti-corruption Commission at China Chamber of Inter-
national Commerce (CCOIC). She holds the double bach-
elor degrees of Finance and French at Wuhan University 
in China, and Master “Grande Ecole” at Rouen School of 
Management, Normandy in France. She worked previous-
ly at Societe Generale Coprorate & Investment Banking as 
Credit Analyst of Structured Finance and Equity Derivatives 
in Paris. She focuses on the G20 research and related aca-
demic international exchange from 2013. She has organized 
twice the G20 Think Tank Summit at Renmin University of 
China and attended the 2014 G20 Pre-summit conferences 
in Brisbane. She edited and translated the research report 
“Go Global: International Business Anti-Corruption Rules 
Research” with the ICC Executive Director Mme Zhang Yan-
ling, and co-edited the books as “Who will govern the New 
World – The Present and Future of the G20”, “G20 Blue Book 
of G20 Think Tank 2014-2015”, “A Cup of Tea with Finance” 
etc.
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Ye Yu
Dr. YE Yu is Associate Professor and Assistant Director of 
the Institute for World Economy Studies at Shanghai Insti-
tutes for International Studies (SIIS). Her research focuses 
on global economic governance and China’s role. She is the 
author of a monograph in Chinese International Law Regula-
tion on Oil Trade and Investment Measures and a number of 
academic papers on global economic governance, BRICS 
among others. She also led or participated in a variety of proj-
ects commissioned by Chinese Ministries, UNDP and other 
sources on China’s role in the G20, World Bank and China-
US economic relations, etc.. Dr. YE graduated from the Law 
School of Fudan University in 2007. She was a visiting fellow 
in Yale University (2005-2006), Centre for Energy, Petroleum 
and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP) at the University of 
Dundee (2006), the Bush School of Government and Public 
Management at the Texas A&M University (2009), the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) (2012) and the 
Lowy Institute for International Policy (upcoming 2015).
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Prof. Yong Wang 
Yong Wang is Professor at School of International Studies, and the Di-
rector of the Center for International Political Economy, Peking Univer-
sity. He is also Professor at Party School of Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and Appointed Lecturer for the HKSAR Senior Civil Servants 
Training Program on Chinese Affairs at Peking University, and a former 
consultant of the Asia Development Bank (ADB).  Member of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) Global Agenda Council on Global Trade and 
FDI, Commissioner of the First Murdoch Commission(on Australia and 
Asian regional integration), Member of the Evian Group@IMD’s Brains 
Trust, and the Member of Board of Directors at Center for Regional 
Security Studies at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. He is the Se-
lected Member, Ministry of Education New Century Outstanding Tal-
ents Support Program, 2008. He is on the editorial board of the Journal 
of Global Asia, the Journal of Global Governance, the Journal of Human 
Security and the Journal of International Studies Review.

Yong Wang received his B.A.(1987), M.A.(1990), and PhD(1996) from 
Peking University. He joined the faculty of Peking University School of 
International Studies in 1990. He studied at the Nanjing Center of the 
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), the Johns Hopkins 
University, 1988-1989. He was a visiting scholar at University of Cali-
fornia San Diego, 1994-1995; a joint visiting fellow at Pacific Council on 
International Policy (PCIP) and University of Southern California, 1999; 
and a visiting scholar at National Chengchi University, Taiwan (July-
August 2002), Indiana University Bloomington(July 2011), the Waterloo 
Canada-based Center for International Governance Innovation(CIGI, 
August 2011), the University of Sheffield(June-July 2014) and the Uni-
versity of British Columbia(August-September 2014). 

His major authored books include International Political Economy and 
China(co-edited with Greg Chin and Margaret Pearson, 2015) , the 
Political Economy of International Trade (2008); the Political Economy 
of China-U.S. Trade Relations (2007), the Rounds of Most Favored 
Nations: the Politics of US-China Trade Relations, 1989-1997(1998); 
Knowledge Economy: Cases and Prospects (editor, 1998) , and Ameri-
can Politics and Making of Foreign Policy(co-authored, 2007). His re-
cent articles appear in the journals of Review of International Political 
Economy, Oxford Review of Economic Policy, Global Asia, China Se-
curity, and International Politics Quarterly(Chinese) and Asian Survey.

He has published numerous papers and book chapters in Chinese, 
English, Japanese and Spanish, on the topics of Chinese political 
economy, foreign policy, China-US relations, regional cooperation, 
international political economy, World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
global governance. His authored book--the Political Economy of China-
US Trade Relations--was awarded the first prize for Excellent Social 
Sciences Works, by the Beijing Municipal Government and the Beijing 
Confederation of Social Scientists, 2008. 

Wang Yong was invited to speak before or attend conferences orga-
nized by some international institutions, including Harvard University, 
Stanford University, University of California Los Angeles, Tokyo Univer-
sity, Waseda University and Keio University in Japan, ISEAD, US-China 
Business Council, French Institute of International Relations (Ifri), Ger-
man Association of Industry and Commerce, Chatham House in UK, 
Japan Self-Defense Agency, Korea Ministry of Justice）Korean Acade-
my of Korean Studies, Salzburg Seminar in Austria, the Marcelino Botin 
Foundation of Spain, the Bahrain Global Forum, WTO, World Economic 
Forum and Think20 (under G20 Russian and Australian Presidency). His 
opinion or comments has appeared in medias such as CNN, BBC, New 
York Times, China Central Television Station）CCTV）and so on. He was 
a speaker at Think20 meetings under the Russian and Australian G20 
presidency.  
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Yoo Duk
Dr. Yoo-Duk Kang is head of Europe team and research fellow 
of the KIEP since 2009. He received Master degree in Inter-
national Trade and Ph.D in Economics from Institut d‘Etudes 
Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po). Before joining the KIEP, he 
worked at Group d’Economie Mondiale (GEM), Paris based 
research think thank on international trade policy. 

He has pursued double career as researcher and adjunct 
professor. Trained as a trade economist, his main research 
interest is FTA (free trade agreement) and economic integra-
tion. Particularly, he has deep interest on comparative stud-
ies on economic integration since his Ph. D thesis in this 
area. As an economist responsible for European studies at 
the KIEP, he wrote more than 50 papers on European econo-
mies during the euro crisis and disseminated most updated 
and analytical information to Korean research society. As a 
adjunct professor, he taught at several prestigious graduate 
school in Korea on European economies and development 
issues. Currently, he is adjunct professor at Hankuk Univer-
sity of Foreign Studies.

Mr. Yoo-Duk Kang is married and has one son. He is fluent in 
Korean, English and French.
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Yusuf Işık
Education: Yusuf Işık obtained his Baccalauréat from the 
European School in Brussels, his B. Sc. Degree in Econom-
ics from the London School of Economics and a Master’s 
degree in the same field from the University of Birmingham.

Career: He worked as Research and Education Director at 
a Turkish Trade Union (Petrol-İş) and as Project Director at a 
private research company (ESDA). He was employed as ex-
pert and then Head of the Strategic Research Department at 
the State Planning Organisation (SPO) of Turkey. During his 
period of office at the SPO he participated to the UN Social 
Summit in Copenhagen in 1995 as member of the Turkish 
delegation and to the related preparatory work and meet-
ings; in 1996 he also served as Vice-Chairman of OECD’s 
Employment and Social Affairs Committee. 

He has been teaching economics at METU, Ankara on a part 
time basis during 1994-95 and 1998-2000. In 2002-2005 he 
was adviser to Kemal Derviş during the latter’s term of Of-
fice as Minister for the Economy and then M.P.  He then re-
turned to the State Planning Organisation. In December 2011 
he started  to work as Adviser to the Vice Presidency for 
Economic and Financial Policy of the Republican People’s 
Party (CHP) Since December 2012 he is Adviser to CHP’s 
President.

Areas of Professional Interest and Selected Published Work :

His main areas of professional interest and work are: Mac-
roeconomic policies, social development, the Knowledge 
Economy and contemporary social democracy. He also has 
a particular interest for governance matters. His more recent 
pieces of work include:  Three co-authored articles on  se-
lected critical aspects of  “Turkey’s Economic Development 
in the EU Perspective” published by the Center for European 
Policy Studies (CEPS, Brussels), 2004;  a book (in Turkish) 
co-authored with Kemal Derviş “Exit from the Crisis and 
Contemporary Social Democracy”, 2006; a section on “The 
Knowledge Economy and the Turkish Economy’s Develop-
ment Prospects” in a book (in Turkish) titled “Knowledge” 
edited by H. Odabaşı and H. Anameriç, 2006; an article (in 
Turkish) titled “The Future of Science and Technology in Eu-
rope” published in the journal “The Knowledge Era”, 2008;  
a series of articles on selected aspects of economic growth 
and sustainability published in “Social Europe”, 2009-2011; 
articles on the economy and social democracy in ‘’Reflec-
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