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WHERE ARE PLURILATERALS EXACTLY?
WHERE SHOULD THEY BE IN GLOBAL TRADING SYSTEM?

Multilateral

(WTO)

RTAs

plurilaterals

Art. XXIV GATT 1994)

Art. V  GATS

1. Scheduling to GATT/GATS

2. WTO Art. X(9) Amend.  Annex 4 

3. Any other option ???



WORLD MAP OF PLURILATERALS: WHO WANTS THEM?



MAJOR NON-PARTICIPANTS



PLURILATERALS, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX



KEY QUESTIONS ABOUT PLURILATERALS

1. Lack of ‘normative consensus’ on how to develop the system?

2. What scope for plurilateral negotiations? 

3. How to assure non-participants rights are not undermined?

4. Are plurilaterals fragmenting the WTO multilateralism?



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Clarify legal status of plurilaterals in WTO (see next slide)

2. Develop set of principles to widen small group cooperation: openness

3. Focus on development aspect: address technical capacity problems

4. Increase transparency to establish trust

5. Conduct ex-ante and ex-post assessment on plurilaterals

6. Avoid overlapping in different agreements

7. Design mechanisms to avoid negative spillovers to non-members

8. Empower the DG with right to convene an ad hoc Working Group on plurilaterals



POSSIBLE METHODS TO INCORPORATE, 
ANY MORE?

Scheduling (no consensus)

Article X.9 - New plurilateral agreement under
Annex 4 (consensus)

A new category of agreements (to be annexed to
WTO) – benefits all on MFN basis


