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Michael Emerson was one of the chartered accountants in Price Waterhouse & Co. in 
London, from 1962 to 1965.Then from 1966 to 1973, he was initially development policy 
economist and later macroeconomic analyst in OECD,Paris. From 1973 to 1995,he had 
various positions including being the economic adviser to President Roy Jenkins, with focus 
on the re-launch of the monetary union project; being the research director under President 
Jacques Delors of projects on i/ the future of the EU system, ii/ the single internal market, and 
iii/ monetary union (all studies published by Oxford University Press) and being the first 
ambassador of the EU in Moscow to USSR and then Russia (1991-96).From 1996 to 1998,he 
was the Senior Research Fellow, writing "Redrawing the Map of Europe", published by 
Macmillan in London School of Economics. From 1998,he is the Associate Senior Research 
Fellow, and program director for Wider Europe and has successive projects on the Balkans, 
Caucasus, Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Cyprus, Middle East, conflict resolution, democracy 
promotion, Europe's strategic security, political Islam and the crisis of multi-culturalism 
within the EU. 
 
 
Güven Sak is the Executive Director of the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey 
(TEPAV) and Vice-President and Professor of Economics in the TOBB Economics and 
Technology University (TOBB-ETU). He writes a regular column in Referans Daily, Turkey's 
business daily newspaper Sak was a member of the Monetary Policy Committee of the 
Central Bank of Turkey between 2001 and 2006. He was head of research at the Capital 
Markets Board in Ankara from 1984 to 1995, leading a project for the modernization of 
Turkey's capital markets in 1991-1992. From 1995 to 1999 he headed a research project on 
the reform of social security in Turkey. Before coming to TOBB-ETU in 2006, he was 
Professor of Economics at the Ankara University Public Economics Department, having 
joined the faculty in 1995. He has written numerous articles and full-length studies on the 
Turkish economy and Turkey's financial system and public finance. Sak completed a PhD in 
economics in Middle East Technical University (METU) in Ankara and holds prior degrees 
from University of East Anglia and METU.  
 
 
Peter Semneby is EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus. Ambassador Semneby 
was educated at the Stockholm School of Economics, University of Uppsala, University of 
Stockholm, and the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 
Ambassador Semneby has had the opportunity to work and travel in the South Caucasus 
region on many occasions throughout his career. He participated in the relief effort 
immediately following the earthquake in Armenia in 1988 and was a member of the OSCE 
Mission to Georgia when it was first established in 1992. He was responsible for European 
Security and Defence Policy in the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs from 1997 to 2000. 
As Head of the OSCE Mission to Latvia from 2000 to 2002 he played a key role in 
developing policies, legislation and institutions on a range of sensitive issues related to the 
Russian-speaking minority, in particular citizenship issues and language legislation. He also 
served as Head of the OSCE Mission to Croatia between 2002 and 2005. 
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Mitat Çelikpala is Associate Professor of International Relations at TOBB Economy and 
Technology University, Ankara. He was born in Ankara on 19 October 1969. He graduated 
from Middle East Technical University Dep. of Political Science and Public Administration. 
He received his MA and PhD on International Relations from Bilkent University. He has 
several numbers of articles on the Caucasus, North Caucasian Diaspora, people and security 
in the Caucasus and Black Sea regions and Turkish-Russian relations. He is lecturing in 
TOBB ETU, Hacettepe University, War College and Turkish National Security Academy on 
Turkish Foreign Policy, Politics of Caucasus and Central Asia and Turkish Political Structure 
and Political life.  
 
David Darchiashvili before becoming an executive director of the Open Society Foundation 
in 2004, has been working in different institutions as a researcher and analyst of current 
political developments in Georgia. His special interest was in the field of conflict resolution, 
national and regional security, civil-military relations and civilian control over the armed 
forces. He is an author of more than 20 articles and one book on the mentioned subjects. His 
articles have been published in Georgia and abroad (the US, the UK, Austria, France). At the 
same time, Darchiashvili is a professor of Ilia Chavchavadze State University and has 17 
years experience of lecturing in history and security studies. Darchiashvili holds PhD in 
political sciences and is a certified facilitator in alternative conflict resolution. 
 
Alexander Iskandaryan is a political analyst based in Yerevan, Armenia, and Director of the 
Caucasus Media Institute (CMI). His area of interest is the former USSR, particularly the 
South and Northern Caucasus. He has done research on ethno-political conflicts, elections in a 
transition setting, post-Communist nation building, social transition, media development, and 
migrations. He supervises think-tanking activities at the CMI and lectures on in Political 
Science and Caucasus Studies. Prior to moving to Yerevan in 2002, he directed the Moscow 
Center for Caucasus Studies.  
 
Vladimer Papava is a Senior Fellow at the Georgian Foundation for Strategic and 
International Studies, a Senior Associate Fellow of the Joint Center formed by the Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute (Johns Hopkins University-SAIS) and the Silk Road Studies Program 
(Uppsala University), and a Member of the Parliament (Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia). He was 
the Minister of Economy of the Republic of Georgia (1994-2000). In 2005-2006 he was a 
Fulbright Fellow at the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, The Nitze School–SAIS, Johns 
Hopkins University (Washington, D.C.). He is the author of more than 200 publications, 
including works on the theoretical and applied studies post-Communist economies and 
economic development of the Central Caucasus countries." 
 
Mher Baghramyan is Senior Research at Armenian International Policy Research Group 
(AIPRG). He holds MA in Economics from Vanderbilt University (USA) and Diploma from 
Department of Economics of Yerevan State University. His research interests include 
economic integration, economic development, and competitiveness, among others. 
 
Nazım Imanov is doctor of science (Economics) and professor since 1991. He was a Member 
of Milli Majlis (Parliament of Azerbaijan) between the years 1995-2000. Currently he is the 
Editor-in-chief of the "Caucasus & Globalization" scientific journal. He is the author of 6 
books and more than 120 articles. His latest book - Azerbaijan's Rating in International 
Comparative Analysis - was published in 2006. 
 
Gayane V. Novikova is the director of the Center for Analysis SPECTRUM since 2001. She 
is the President of the George C. Marshall Center Armenian Alumni Association since 2005. 
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She is the member of the PfP Consortium of Defense Academies and Security Studies 
Institutes since 2002. She was Co-Chairperson of the PfP Consortium of Defense Academies 
and Studies Institutes, Regional Stability in the Southern Caucasus Study Group between the 
years 2002 and 2005. Ms. Novikova was the analyst of the Armenian Center for National and 
International Studies (ACNIS) from 1995 to 2000. She was the Researcher/ Senior Researcher 
at the Arab States Department, Institute of Oriental Studies, National Academy of Sciences 
between the years 1978 and 2000. Gayane Novikova is the author of 5 monographs and more 
than 60 scientific articles, editor of 10 collections of articles on regional security issues, as 
well as the Spectrum monthly publication “In Depth Analysis”.  
 
Tabib Huseynov holds MA in International Relations and European Studies from the Central 
European University (Budapest).  He was a John Smith Fellow in 2006 (UK) and worked as a 
Political Programmes Officer with the International Republic Institute from 2004-07. He has 
participated in a number of dialogue and academic meetings related to Nagorno Karabakh and 
the Caucasus region. Currently, he is an Analyst at the International Crisis Group in Baku. 
 
Mustafa Aydın is Professor of International Relations at the TOBB University of Economics 
and Technology, and Director of International Policy Research Institute (IPRI) of TEPAV. 
He is also President of the International Relations Council of Turkey, as well as Board 
Member of strategic research centers of both Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Turkish 
Armed Forces. He was UNESCO Fellow at the Richardson Institute for Peace Studies, UK 
(1999); Fulbright Scholar at the JFK School of Government, Harvard University (2002); 
Alexander S. Onassis Fellow at the University of Athens (2003); and Research Fellow at the 
EU Institute for Security Studies, Paris (2003). His most recent publications include 
International Security Today; Understanding Change and Debating Security (ed. with K. 
Ifantis, 2006); Turkish Foreign and Security Policy; Its Environs in Eurasia and the Middle 
East (ed. with A. Marquina, 2006); Regional In/secuity: Redefining Threats and Responses 
(ed. with Ç. Erhan & S. Açıkmeşe, 2007); Turkey’s Eurasian Adventure (ed. in Turkish, 
2007). 

 
Rasim Musabayov is the co-chairman of the Azerbaijan Public Committee in support of Euro 
integration. He served as an adviser on interethnic relations in President administrations of 
Azerbaijani Republic between the years 1991-92,and was an adviser on political questions in 
the apparatus of Parliament of republic . He worked as an assistant professor of policy science 
in Baku Institute for Public Administration and Policy Science from 1993 to 1999. Since fall 
2000,he mostly concentrated on his own activities as an independent policy analyst. He is the 
author of more then 150 scientific works, published in Azerbaijan, Russia, Turkish, Canada, 
USA, Great Britain, Sweden, Germany, China and others. 

Tedo Japaridze is the President of the U.S.-Caucasus Institute in Tbilisi, Georgia. Currently 
Tedo Japaridze is an Alternate General Director at the International Centre for Black Sea 
Studies in Athens, Greece. He graduated from the Department of Western European 
Languages and Literature at Tbilisi State University in 1971 and worked there until 1974. He 
then studied and worked at the Institute for the USA and Canada Studies of the Soviet Union 
Academy of Sciences from 1974 to 1989. Returning to Georgia, he then worked for the 
Foreign Ministry of Georgia and was appointed as Deputy Foreign Minister in August 1991. 
He served as Deputy Chair of the National Security Council from November 1992 to June 
1994 and as Ambassador of Georgia to the United States, Canada and Mexico from July 1994 
to March 2002. From March 13, 2002 to November 30, 2003, he chaired the National Security 
Council of Georgia. After the bloodless Rose Revolution, which brought Eduard 
Shevardnadze’s presidency to an end, he served as a Foreign Minister in the new government 
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from November 30, 2003, to March 18, 2004. From November 2004 until April 2005, he was 
Secretary General of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). In 
2006, he worked as a public policy scholar for Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars. 

David Shahnazaryan is the founder and the member of the “Armenian National Movement” 
Party since 1989. From 1988 to 1990, he was the member of the leadership (Karabakh 
Committee) of National Democratic Movement. He was the founder and chairman of the 
Center for Legal and Political Studies “Concord”(1998). From 1991 to 1999 he was the 
member of the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia. Mr. Shahnazaryan served as the 
Minister of National Security of the Republic of Armenia in 1994 and 1995. Between the 
years of 1992 and 1995 David Shahnazaryan acted as the Ambassador of Armenia on special 
missions as well as the special representative of the President of Armenia in Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict negotiations. He has number of research/analytical articles covered by 
Armenian and foreign Mass Media. 
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