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Precursor to goods, Turkish businessmen enter Gaza

DIFLOMATIC relations between Turkey and Israel, which were suspended for five years following the raid of the Mavi
)) Marmara vessel by Israeli forces in 2010, are beginning to warm as civil diplomacy has stepped in to strive for the nor-
malization of the relations. After Turkey’s condition that the Israeli government apologize for the Mavi Marmara raid was met
- one of Turkey’s three conditions — steps are being taken to fulfill the second condition for “compensation for victims” Now,
the Israeli government has opened the doors of the Gaza Strip to Turkish businessmen for the first time since the Mavi Marmara
incident, signaling an incremental intent to allow Turkish business access to the area. PAGE5

Turkish firms interested in
construction of Gaza port

As a part of the normalization process between Turkey and Israel, a Turkish business delegation visited Gaza with
special permission. Infrastructure projects and an organized industry zone in Gaza appear as urgent investment needs
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) A LARGE group of Turkish business-
men, presided by the Turkish Union of

Chambers and Commodity Exchanges, vis-

ited Gaza with special permission and the

embargo against Turkish goods might be

lifted scon.

Discussions to assign ambassadors con-
tinue, while the flight restrictions have been
lifted, and recent visits of top-level Turkish
officials to Ramallah and Gaza indicate that
the normalization process is improving.

Turkish firms will have priority regarding
the construction of Gaza, which was blockad-
ed by Israel for the past ten years, which means
it will be possible to establish a trade zone in
Palestine. The infrastructure construction for
the organized industrial zone in the region of
Cenin, by the Turkish Union of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges (TOBB) and Turk-
ish Economic Political Research Foundation
(TEPAV), have been revived as the problem of
expropriating prices - ongoing for the past ten
years - have been resolved.

TEPAV’s experts noted that a price of 10
million euros has been paid for expropriation

L s L %4

and after the issuance of the master plan, now
the project for the organized industrial zone
is at the final approval stage. The tender doc-
uments will be issued in September; a fence
will be erected around the approximately
900,000-square-meter area within which an
administrative building will be constructed.
Utilities such as electricity and water will be
received from Israel, and once the construc-
tion plans are completed, an international
promotion tour will be organized.

In the first stage, 5,000 pecple will be em-
ployed and in total, 10,000 people will be em-
ployed in this area close to the port. The Is-
raeli government will facilitate the entry and
exit of this industrial zone, in which Israeli,
Palestinian and Turkish investors can oper-
ate. Turkey will also provide professional
trainings in this region to Palestinians.

TOBB President Rifat Hisarciklioglu and
the TEPAV committee visited Ramallah and
Gaza and informed the related parties that
they are willing to undertake the construc-
tion of the port and urban transformation in
Gaza - for which donor countries have prom-
ised an investment of $5 billion.

Hisarciklioglu noted that the Gaza visit
was a sign that the relations were improving
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and that there is positive sentiments towards
Turks. “We are willing to invest in Gaza with
cur world-renowned firms. We didnt en-
counter any cbstacles while entering the city,
and in order for the projects to be imple-
mented, Israel, Ramallah and Gaza should be
willing,” said Hisarciklioglu,

According to TEPAV, $3.5 billion of the
international fund ($5 billion in total) has
been reserved for Gaza, and the remain-
ing $1.5 billion for Ramallah. Turkish firms
may be assuming projects totaling $1 billion
in these areas and since a strategic renova-
tion plan is currently being issued for Gaza,
which is built on 360 square kilometers and
has more than a population of 2 million,
Turkish firms are willing te take on projects.

With the special permission of the Israeli
government, various meetings included the
Vice President of Gaza’s Hamas Political Bu-
reau Ismail Haniyeh as well as Palestinian
ministers. The Palestinian deputy Foreign
Affairs minister also attended the meeting
with Haniyeh. The ministers and other state
officials have noted that they will be willing
to support Turkey to take a leading role in
the reconstruction of Gaza, “Our relations
with Israel are different. Turkey has a differ-
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ent vision and politics. We are ready to pro-
vide support for the implementation of proj-
ects offered for Gaza,” said the authorities.

A meeting with the Palestinian Econo-
my Minister Abeer Odeh was held, and the
Palestinian Ministers thanked the Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for all his
support, adding that they are willing to co-
operate in these projects and that they might
be visiting Turkey in the first week of May.

The opinion of the residents of Gaza will
shape the projects concerning urban trans-
formation. “What do you want your house
to be like?” will be the main question, and
meetings with Israeli investors will be held
in this regard, along with an international
design competition.

The population of Gaza is currently
around 1.8 million. The unemployment rate
has hit 67 percent among the young popula-
tion (under 30), which accounts for 48 per-
cent of the whole population of Gaza. The
national income per person per month is
$174, and 57 percent of the population has
problems securing enough food. More than
half of Gazas industry has been destroyed,
and currently only five percent of the water is
drinkable, and by 2020 drought is expected.
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